Genesis:  In the Beginning
Resources I am using:

Word Biblical Commentary  Genesis Vol. I, II  Gordon J. Wenham.

The Living Word Commentary   Genesis  John T. Willis
A Brief Outline of the Whole Bible:

I. Genesis 1  God created the universe and the earth.  It was very good.

II. Genesis 2  God created man so that we could have an intimate relationship with him.

III.  Genesis 3 through 11  We messed up very badly—destroying that relationship.

IV.  Genesis 12-Rev 20  God is repairing the damage done by sin.
V.  Rev 21-22  God has fixed the problem and we are back in a relationship with him.

Or:
Genesis 1  Who God is.

Genesis 2 Who we are.

Genesis 3 through 11   The problem.

Genesis 12 to the end of the Bible.  The solution.

God does not waste his time!  He gets right to the point.

Themes of Genesis:  
1. God: a loving Creator.

2. Sin and separation from God.

3. Judgment

4. God chooses a man of faith through whom to send the Messiah and save mankind.
Sin, judgment and salvation are a constant theme throughout the book.
Genesis is primarily about God’s character and his purposes to save sinful mankind.

Genesis:  Introduction to God.
Genesis serves as an amazing introduction to the whole Bible.  Its themes are the Bible’s themes.   By the time we get to the end of Genesis, God’s plan to solve the problem of sin is well on its way, and the rest of the plan has been clearly outlined.

Outline:

Very short outline:

Ch 1-11    Primeval History    (all of history up to Abraham)
Ch 12-50    The Patriarchs    (four generations of history)
We tend to focus on the first three chapters, but this is not where the Jews would have focused.  To the Jews Ch 1-11 is background to the story of the patriarchs.  It explains why God chose Abraham.  Perhaps we should see it this way to some extent.
The focus of Genesis:   1. God.   2. Abraham.

Ch 1-2  The original state of the world and the state to which we will return in the end.

Ch 3-11  Why mankind needs to be saved.

Ch 12-50  God initiates his plan to save mankind.

Ch 1.   Creation

God, the creator

Ch 2,3
Adam and Eve

The fall of man, the beginning of the plan of salvation.

Ch 4   Cain and Abel

Temptation, sin, judgment and death.

Ch. 5  Genealogy


God’s plan to send the Messiah

Ch 6-9  The Flood


Judgment against sin and salvation by faith

Ch 10  More Geneaology

God’s plan to send the Messiah

Ch 11  The tower of Babel
God vs. idols
Ch 12-23    Abraham

The father of faith     (God chooses a person through whom to send the Messiah)
Ch 24-26   Isaac


The Son of Promise

Ch 27-35   Jacob


The Father if Israel
Ch 37-47  Joseph


Favorite son and savior of Israel

Ch 49  The Twelve Tribes     
Prophecies concerning God’s people
Ch 50  The Death of Jacob
Epilogue and Prologue to Exodus
God created patterns in history to tell us a consistent story.  What is that story?
Author of Genesis: (you have to do this in any intro to a Bible book!)  

Answer: We do not know.   The tradition is that Moses wrote Genesis, but there is no evidence he did, and there is much evidence that he did not because Genesis is clearly written from a Mesopotamian point of view.  Moses may have done some editing.

Modern biblical critics like to find multiple authors (P priestley J Yahwist, Elohist, D Deuteronomy etc…)  This is highly speculative.  There may even be at least a tiny grain of truth to these speculations but and I will not be giving credence to these critical theories in this class.
Ch 1:1-2:3  Creation of the heavens and the earth, of life and of mankind.
Genesis 1 is a theological treatise, not a scientific one.

Genesis 1-3 is the most brilliant theological treatise ever written!
Genesis 1:1-2:3 is a carefully structured account.  For example God is mentioned 35 times, earth 21 times, heavens 21 times, “and it was so” 7 times, “God saw that it was good” 7 times.
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
1. In the beginning…

2. In the beginning God…

3. In the beginning God created….
(Note: in the Babylonian creation myth Enuma Elish, the gods co-exist with the universe, and in creating they are working with existing materials.)
Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  Also, Romans 1:21-25.  We should worship God, not the things God has created.
4. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (ie. the entire physical universe)

If this is true, then every other ‘ism and every other world view devised my man is proved false.
Aside:  The word “God” in Genesis 1 is Elohim, which is plural, rather than El which is singular.  In Hebrew, the use of singular or plural form is nearly interchangeable, so we should not take too much significance from this.  Here the Hebrew writer is using a generic Semitic word for God/gods.  God is not his name.  Later, he will use a name, YHWH.
God, Lord, Father are descriptives of God.

YHWH  El Shaddai are actual names used by God.

Competing World Views:

polytheism, animism, dualism, pantheism, atheism/naturalism postmodernism (no valid world view), deism, theism.

All are debunked by Genesis 1:1  (assuming, of course, that it is true)

[Arguably, deism is not debunked until Genesis chapter 2.]
Genesis 1  (and really Genesis 1-11 is a polemic against Mesopotamian religion/mythology.  Specifically, it is a polemic against the creation myth of the Babylonians;  The Enumah Elish.   
Polemic:  a strong verbal or written attack on someone or something

Wenham: “Gen 1-11 is a commentary, often highly critical, on ideas current in the ancient world about the natural and supernatural world.”

In Enumah Elish  the creation of mankind was an afterthought.   In the Genesis Creation Account, the creation of mankind was the purpose of creation.  We are the apex of creation.
World View:

The perspective one uses to process and interpret information received about the world.  

James W. Sire, TheUniverse Next Door 

Qualities of a “good” world view:

1.  It is “true”

There is no virtue and there is very rarely an advantage in being wrong. 

“True” = consistent with reality.    Predictions made using that world view will agree with what we know and what we observe. 

If a belief is in clear contradiction with well-established facts about the world, then it is not true.  

2.   It successfully answers the important questions humans ask.

What is the nature of God/the prime reality?

What is the right thing to do?

What is my value?

What is my purpose in life?

What is my relationship with the “prime reality?”

Does God answer prayer?

Why is there suffering?

Why is there evil?

What about death and judgment?

3.  Those who ascribe to it are better human beings for having taken this as their world view.

“Better” is easier to define than you might think.

The Christian World View According to Genesis 1-4

1. The physical world is:    a. real      b. created out of nothing (ex nihilo)    and    c. essentially good.
2. There exists an unseen spiritual reality which is not limited to or defined by the physical reality.  Human beings have a spiritual aspect to their nature.
3. The creator of both the physical and spiritual realm is the God who reveals himself in the Bible. 

4. Human beings have both a physical and a spiritual nature, The spiritual nature is more essential as it is eternal.
5. God is characterized by certain qualities.  God is a person. God is love, God is just, God is holy, God is omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent.

6. Although all God’s creation is good, evil does exist.  Evil is the result of freedom of will given to created beings and their decision to use that freedom to rebel--to “sin” 
7. Because of God’s justice and his holiness, those who choose to rebel against him will ultimately be judged and separated from God for eternity.
8. The solution to evil, to sin and its eternal consequences is provided by God through the atoning substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

All of this is found in Genesis 1-4

The Christian World View is true:

The Universe is Real

The creation is good.

Evil exists.

Despite what Naturalists say, there is a spiritual reality.  For example, “I” exist.  Consciousness is not simply an epiphenomenon.

Science and the Christian world view do not contradict.

The Christian World View answers the hard questions:

The Problem of Sin (the substitutionary death of Jesus)

Romans 7:24,25

The Problem of Suffering (compassion)

Matthew 9:35-36   

The Problem of Death

1 Corinthians 15:54-56

The Christian World View makes us better than we would be if we accepted any competing world view.

Most of the benevolent work, even in Buddhist, Hindu and other countries is done by Christians.

Genesis 1:2-10  The universe is formless and empty, but God creates order and distinctions out disorder and formlessness.
[note: Genesis 1:1-2 describes things God had done before the first “day”.

“order, not chaos is the hallmark of God’s activity” (Wenham)

God separates:   (note, in the Bible, especially the OT, separation = holiness)

Light vs dark

Water vs earth vs sky

Living vs not living  1:11
Male vs female  1:27
Good vs evil  Gen 3
Soul and Spirit  Heb 4:12

The world wants to blur some of these things
Notice in this account God is naming things  (He called the light “day” and the darkness he called “night.”   In the ancient Near East to name something was to declare power over that thing.

To summarize, what is God doing?

1:1  Creates

1:2-25  God creates order.  God creates distinctions.  God names things.

v. 2 The Spirit of God was hovering… Is this a reference to the Holy Spirit?  Maybe, but the Jews would not have seen it that way.
Another minor point in v. 2 etc.   Evening and morning… the first day.  This reflects the Jewish concept of a day, which began at sunset.
Genesis 1:11-25  God creates life.   An extreme amount of order.  Order which would never occur naturally.
v. 14  Let there be lights in the sky…   The writer purposefully does not use the words sun or moon to de-mythologize them.  This is polemical.  Mesopotamians worshipped the sun and the moon.  The Genesis writer simply calls them lights.   “the greater” and “the lesser”   They are mere surrogates, performing the role for which God created them.
Genesis 1:26-30  God creates mankind in his image to rule the earth (and to live in fellowship with him Ch. 2)
Note: God says “in our image” and “in our likeness.”  

In our image = to appear like.  In our likeness = to be like.

Distinct aspects of likeness?  Probably not.  More like  We appear similar to God in the sense, not that we look like Him, but that we are like him.
Q:  What does it mean that we are in his image?

We are self-aware.  We are persons,  We create things.  We are able to give and receive love.  We are spiritual and eternal, free will, reason, personality.
We are rulers (v. 26)

God does not have toes, hair, genitalia.  He is neither male nor female.
v. 26  Let us make mankind in our image.

Q:  Why plural?   

Suggestion #1  God is using the royal we.  “plural of majesty.”
Suggestion #2  The angels are in attendance at this creation.

Suggestion #3  Us is the trinity  (maybe, but do not use this verse as a proof-text.)

1:28  He blessed them.  This was his plan.
God created the earth to supply blessings to man.  Mesopotamian religion had God creating mankind to provide food to the gods.  Again, Genesis turns pagan religion on its head.

v. 28   The only commandment of God that humans have consistently obeyed. (
v. 29-30 Q: What are the implications that we are in charge of the earth?  (Heb 2:8 “in putting everything under them…”).

Does this mean we can do what we like with it?  1 Cor 4:2  “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.”

God has entrusted the physical world—plants, animals, fields—to us, so it is our job to take care of them well. We should not abuse the creation to our own selfish, greedy ends.  Christians are, naturally, environmentalists.
Summary of Genesis 1: 31  It was very good (not just good)

Q:  Do you agree with this claim?  What about evil?

Again, this goes against most other world views (such as atheism, pantheism, dualism)
Q:  Why, then, is there evil?  See Genesis 3.
Genesis 2:1-3 is the completion of the first creation account.

Gen 2:2.  God is not resting, but he is resting from his work of creation.
(By the way, we as Christians do not have a Sabbath rest Hebrews 4:8-11)
Genesis Chapter One and Science
Theories about Genesis 1 and creation:

A. Young Earth


1. Young, and scientific evidence supports this conclusion.  Problem: it is simply not true!!!!


2. Created with an appearance of age. Therefore scientists will discover an old Earth.   Problem:  If true, then we deduce some uncomfortable conclusions.



a. How far away is that galaxy?



b. Dinosaurs and Trilobites etc. never lived.



c. Is God trying to trick us?    Who is to say.

B.  Day/Age


Each “day” of Genesis One represents a stage/era over which God created the earth in its present form.   Consistent with scientific data.


Problem:  1. This is not the natural interpretation of  “There was evening and there was morning—the first day.”   2. There may be some problems with the chronology of the account with regard to plants, etc.
C.  Gap Theory


Posits a huge “gap” of time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2.  At some point, God recreated the earth over six days.


Problems:  This gap is very speculative.  Does it really solve the science problems?  Where is the evidence of this recreation?   Seems contrived.  Violates Ockham’s Razor.
D.  Framework Theory


The creation week is a literary convention, not intended to be chronological, but 
thematic.   Sees two triads of “days”  day 1-3 and 4-6.  God created the heavenly objects (1,4), God created the sea and sea creatures (2,5) and God created land and land life (3,6).  The purpose of this story is not to provide chronological information, but to show how Jehovah, not Baal or other pagan gods, is the creator of cosmos and of life.

Environments

Creatures

Day 1  Light      

Day 4 Luminaries

Day 2  Sky


Day 5  Birds and fish

Day 3  Land


Day 6  Animals and Man

Bruce Waltke summarizes his own reflections on the literary genre of the passage:

. . .it is a literary-artistic representation of the creation. To this we add the purpose, namely, to ground the covenant people's worship and life in the Creator, who transformed chaos into cosmos, and their ethics in his creative order.

Problems:   In denying chronology it seems to deny a chief feature of the account.  If Genesis 1 is not historical, what about the rest of Genesis?

E.  “Just a myth”


Problems:  Inconsistent with what we know of the rest of the Bible.  Also, how do you explain the scientific quality of this myth?  Also, this ignores the consistency of the world view in Genesis 1-3 with reality.  More on this later.

A quick summary of Genesis chapter one:

a. God existed before the creation of the universe

b. God created the universe:   “Let there be light”

c. God created the earth

d. God created life

e.  Last of all, God created mankind

More detail

Genesis 1 account from the perspective of one on the surface of the earth

The earth has been created and is spinning:  night and day  Day 1

Water covered the earth and a very thick atmosphere formed  Day 2

Later, as the earth cooled, land appeared out of the water.   Day 3

Then life appeared on the earth   Day 3

[That life dramatically changed the chemistry of the atmosphere from reducing to oxidizing]       

Finally, the heavenly objects appeared in the sky   Day 4

More advanced life forms; first in the water, later on the land   Day 5

Even more advanced life forms.  Last of all human beings   Day 6

Funny Story:   Katie and Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman.

There is that pesky “evening and morning—the first day.”  True, but be aware that this is a 2nd millennium BC Near Eastern document, not a 21st century Western document.

Ancient Near Easterners were not linear, analytical thinkers!!!

What does one propose God should have said?  Should he have mentioned dinosaurs, galaxies, microbes, billions of years?
God:   First, there was the Big Bang…

Then galaxies formed.

540 million years ago I decided it was time for the Cambrian Explosion.

Later, I caused an age of the dinosaurs.  Why? So as to push along mammal evolution.

Is Genesis 1 a myth?     Yes.  It is a true myth.

Every ancient culture has a creation myth.

The Babylonian creation myth:  Gods emerge from a divine swamp which had existed forever. These gods came out of the swamp in male and female pairs. As the younger gods appeared, they did battle with the older gods. In one battle, Marduk, the son of Ea (the earth God) attacked and killed the first god of all, Tiamat. He caught her in a net and crushed her skull. As the divine blood of Tiamat spilled to earth, the Babylonian creation myth claims that the blood and mud mixed and formed the first humans.

Ancient Egyptian creation story:  The common creation myth of the Egyptians was that at the beginning the universe was filled with a primordial ocean called the Nun. The waters of the Nun were stagnant. Out of the limitless flood rose the primeval hill. This primeval hill eventually became the landmass of the earth. The priests of each of the great cult centers of Egypt claimed that their city was the point where the landmass of the earth originated. Some believe the great pyramids at Giza represent the primeval hill. 

Greek creation story:   All the animals were originally formed by the gods Prometheus and Epimethius. These gods formed the animals from clay molds—analogous to the production of cast iron. Greek myth also includes the idea that Atlas holds the sky up above the earth on his shoulders, as well as the view that the sun rides across the sky each day in Apollo’s chariot. 

Japanese creation story:   Shinto scripture holds that two gods, Izanagi and Izanami, were given a gift of a spear adorned with jewels. At the time of this gift, the earth was a muddy chaos over which the gods had flung a bridge. Izanagi and Izanami went out on the celestial bridge and thrust their spear into the muddy chaos. They drew it back, all spattered with mud. Some of the mud fell from the spear to earth, and formed one of the Japanese islands. Then these two gods came and took up residence on this island. Out of their union the principal islands of Japan were created.

Hindu creation story:   The first man, Manu, arrives on an earth devoid of animals. Out of a sacrifice Manu offered to the gods, the first woman was made. Manu lusted after the woman, so she changed into a cow. Manu changed himself into a bull, and their offspring were cattle. Next, the woman changed into a goat, and Manu changed himself into a he-goat—and so forth—until all the animals were created.

A creation myth of the Native American Iroquois nation:    In the beginning there were two brothers, Enigorio and Enigohahetgea. One was good and one was evil. The former went about the world, furnishing it with gentle streams, fertile plains and good fruits. The latter followed him maliciously, creating rapids, thorns and deserts. Eventually Enigorio turned on his evil brother and crushed him into the earth, where he still lives, receiving the souls of the dead and existing as the author of evil.

Summary:  “Genesis 1 is a mixture of historical facts and religious truth based on these facts.”

There is historical truth dressed up in symbolic religious/theological material.

For example, there was a historical Adam and Eve, they were created by God, in part, for companionship, they were put into a kind of paradise in which they were relative innocent.  They were tempted to be like God, fell into sin, and lost their innocence.

Q:  Is the conversation between Even and the snake a transcript of an actual conversation?   I do not know, but I can treat it as a transcript because it is faithful to what happened historically and theologically.
Skip the following material in the class?
Is day/age a possible legitimate interpretation?

Important theologians who considered the metaphorical “day” explanation to be likely:

Philo  1st century

Origin early 3rd century

Augustine early 5th century

Thomas Aquinas 13th century

Translations of yom in the Old Testament

1181 times as “day” (but with several different connotations

 of the word, some not being literal.  ex Isaiah 4:2 In that day, the Branch 

 of the Lord will be beautiful)

67 times as “time”

30 times as “today”

18 times as “forever”

10 times as “continuously”

6 times as “age”

4 times as “life”

2 times as “perpetually”]
Genesis Ch 2:4-25  Who is Man?
The story of Adam and Eve is the story of us.  We, too, were innocent.  We, too, had everything. We, too, were given a choice.  We, too, sinned and rebelled, lost our innocence and were cast from the presence of God.

2:4-25  The creation of man (a recounting of part of the 6th day)
This is an account of the creation of mankind.  The shrubs and plants that had not yet appeared on the earth (Gen 2:5) probably refer to agriculture.

Q: What do we learn about man from Genesis 2 (and 1)?
1. Created in God’s Image. 1:27
2. Given dominion over the earth and blessed by God. 1:26,28
3. Created to know God and to be known by him.  God walked in the garden 3:8
4. Created for relationships 2:18, 23-25

4. Created with “free will.” 2:9, 15-17
Genesis 2, with Adam and Eve in the garden is a picture of how it was “supposed” to be.  It is how God envisioned his relationship with us.

It is a picture of heaven.  It is a picture of the Kingdom of God.  Biblical descriptions of heaven consistently use imagery from the Garden of Eden.

(for example Ezekiel 47:1-12 and Revelation 22:1-5).
The Garden of Eden is also a picture of the Tabernacle.  Much of its imagery is from the Tabernacle (for example the cherubim in the curtain, the presence of God, the fact that we are now excluded from the Holy of Holies….

Genesis 2:17  Why did God put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden?  Because he loves us and he wants us to love him.  Love gives a choice.

In this sense, Adam and Eve are us!   

Q: Is this account historical?   Answer, Yes, but exactly to what extent it is hard to say.   Wenham:  “The narratives in the opening chapters of Genesis do not have the character of myths [by which he means fantastical unbelievable stories]. But the garden of Eden story does fulfill functions often associated with myths in other cultures.  It explains man’s present situation and obligations in terms of a primeval event which is of abiding significance.”

Wenham continues…  “[the garden account] implies that the characters who appear in Genesis 2 and 3 are as real as the patriarchs.  But to affirm that Genesis 2 and 3 is a factual report is not to say it is history, at least history in the normal sense.
One commentator calls it “mytho-historical”.  Another calls it “proto-historical.”

Let’s go through the text of Genesis 2:4-25

2:4  “This is the account (history) of…   This pattern occurs ten times in Genesis  5:1, 6:9, 11:27, 25:12, 37:2, where it begins either a section—either a historical narrative or a genealogy

It refers, not to the past account (Genesis 1) but to the account which follows.  So “This is the account of… refers to Genesis 2:5-4:26
v. 7  God formed Adam (man) from dust/dirt/ground (adhamah)  a play on words.

Adam was formedfrom adhamah.
Adam tilled adhamah.

The adhamah was cursed because of Adam’s sin.

Upon death, Adam returned to the adhamah from which he came.

v. 8  “In the East”  means east of Canaan.  Almost certainly Mesopotamia because the rivers are Pishon, Gihon, Tigris and Euphrates.  (all attempts to identify Pishon and Gihon have failed) 
v. 9.  Two trees. 1. The tree of life (Rev 22:2) which imparts life.

Q: Were Adam and Eve intended to be immortal?  I doubt it.  Perhaps God intended all along to take them away (like he did Enoch) so that they would not have to die.
2. The tree of knowledge of good and evil.    This is a tree that gave them access to knowledge that God did not want them to have.

Q: What is this knowledge?

In at least some sense, it made them [more] “like God.” (Genesis 3:5)
It made them like the citizens of Babel were.  Prideful and seeking equality with God.   Genesis 11:4 “to make a name for themselves.”

Why did God not want us to have this knowledge?  Was it because he was jealous?

No!  It is because we could not handle this knowledge without becoming prideful, haughty, thinking we are equal to God.   (see Ezekiel 28:11-19 in which God describes Tyre as having been kicked out of Eden because their heart became proud on account of your beauty.)

We could not handle the truth.

v. 17  If you eat from this tree, you will surely die.

Q: Is this physical death (in other words, if you eat of this fruit you will eventually die, whereas you would not have otherwise), or is it spiritual death? (in other words, you will become guilty of sin, and subject to the second death—hell!)

Romans 5:12  Sin came into the world, and death through sin.

v. 18-24  Did God make a mistake, but then figure it out when Adam was not satisfied with the animals?   Not likely!!!    God knew Adam intimately.  He intended all along to create Eve, but he brought the animals so that Adam could realize how awesome Eve was when God created her. 
Adam named (had dominion over) the animals.

v. 22  God formed Eve from one of Adam’s ribs.   I doubt this is literal, but even if it is literal, it certainly is principally symbolic.  

Eve is equal to (but not the same as) Adam.  She serves alongside Adam.

Catholic Church describes women as temptresses, but his is not how God viewed Eve.

v. 23  Adam is really fired up!!

v. 25  Naked and unashamed.  Innocent and still without that unhealthy knowledge.    All of this is about to change.
II.  Genesis 3-11.  The need for a savior established.

Four stories establish our need for a savior.

1. The fall of Adam and Eve.

2. The murder of Abel by Cain.

3. The flood.

4. The tower of Babel.
Genesis Ch 3 The Fall of Man

The Problem:  Adam and Eve.   Types of us in a bad way as well!
God:  There is just ONE THING you cannot have.

Eve: glances, looks, stares, meditates on the one thing she cannot have.

v. 3  Eve exaggerates the restriction “must not touch it.”

Q: Who is the serpent?

1. He is symbolic of human temptation.   Or
2. He is Satan himself (or perhaps more accurately symbolic of Satan himself and what he did to Adam and Eve).   The thrust of the passage favors the second interpretation.
v. 4.  “You will not surely die.”   Satan’s goal is to get us to doubt God’s love.   He tells a half-truth.   God does not have your best interest in mind.
Sin is something good which is turned into something evil by our evil desires.

3:6  Sin is “desirable”
v. 6.  Misery (sin) loves company.

Adam and Eve abused their choice.
Their sin?  Pride.  Wanting to usurp God.
The pattern:

Selfish desire

Lack of trusting God

Sin. 

Consequences   
James 1:14-15 “but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has been conceived, it gives birth to sin and sin, when it is full grown, give birth to death.”

As is the pattern in Genesis, God teaches theology through story.
Clearly, the actual sin is merely a consequence, and the heart the cause.

Consequences:  v. 7-11  Shame, lost innocence,   
As the snake had promised, God opened their eyes, but the result was shame and misery.

v. 8 “Where are you?”  It is not that God does not know where they are.   It is like a parent walking into a mess caused by their children and asking, “What happened here?”  The parents know exactly what happened, but they are trying to get the child to see the seriousness of what they have done.

v. 12-13  Adam and Eve shift the blame.  “The devil made me do it.”
Adam even tries to blame God for giving him “this woman”

God does not accept their excuse at all.

v. 16  pain, suffering

v. 17-19  harder labor.  (the curse is not work itself, but the greater difficulty of the work)
v. 22 death (physical death for them, spiritual death for us)

v. 23-24 separated from God, kicked out of the garden.
But note: He did provide for their subsistence even after they were sent from Paradise.

A pattern:  Temptation, Sin, Consequences, Provision for healing.

Note:  Revelation 4:  The cherubim are still there, keeping us form the presence of God.
What a great picture of the human condition….  But it really happened.

God can make actual, historical events into symbols.
Wenham:  “It is suggested that under the guidance of the Spirit the author of these chapters identified the origin of the problems that beset all mankind—sin, death, suffering—with a primeval act of disobedience of the first human couple.  Whereas a modern writer might have been happy to spell this out in abstract theological terminology—God created the world good, but man spoiled it by his disobedience-Genesis puts these truths in vivid and memorable form in an absorbing yet highly symbolic story.”
The story of Adam and Eve is the story of us.  We had everything.  God had just one command.  We broke the command and look at the result.  This is why there is evil in the world.  Why?  Because God loves us.
What was their problem? What God gave them was not enough.  They were not satisfied with what God gave them.

Q: Is what God has already given you enough for you, or do you desire more?
Romans 5:12-19 Adam a type of Jesus

Sin of Adam set a pattern and produced a terrible result

Sinless life of Jesus set a pattern and produced a wonderful result.
But Adam is a prefigure of Jesus.

Jesus is the second Adam.   1 Cor 15:45-49  We are like the first Adam in our physical nature, but we will be like the second Adam in our spiritual nature.   Romans 5:15   Death came from one man.   Life came from one man.
Q: What is the nature of the “fall” of mankind?   Is it, like Calvinists say, “In Adam’s fall we sinned all.”    No!!!  Ezekiel 18 makes this clear.  Justice makes this clear.

We lost our innocence.  We gained knowledge which is not good for us.  We therefore gained a propensity for sin which was inevitable.

Did we receive a “sinful nature” that we did not have before?  I am not sure.  Adam and Eve seemed to already have a sinful nature.

We became for more susceptible to the sinful nature we already had.
Note the first Messianic prophecy:   Gen 3:14,15  God will provide a solution: Jesus
Also note:  v. 20  Adam names (has dominion over) Eve.  Eve means mother of the living.
Genesis Ch 4   Cain and Abel.  Things go from bad to worse.
Cain and Abel.   The story of how sin will cause us to lose our relationship with God and with each other.
When sin gets in there, things do not get better.
The pattern is the same as in Genesis 3 (and with Noah and Babel)

1. Temptation

2. Sin

3. Avoiding responsibility

4. Consequences

5. God provides for healing
v. 3-5  Q: Why did God not look with favor on Cain’s sacrifice?  (note: it was not a sin, but was merely inadequate)

a. Because it was not meat?  (maybe)

b. It was not of his best.  It was not the first portion (more likely)

c. Because it did not follow some instruction unknown to us. (maybe)

d. Hebrews 11:4  Abel offered a sacrifice “in faith”, whereas Cain offered it out of duty.

v.5  Why so angry?  Could the fact that Abel is his younger brother come into play here?
This is an oft-repeated theme in Genesis:  God blesses the younger son. (Abel, Seth, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David…)    The younger son is more faithful than the older.  Jacob I loved, Esau I hated.  But eventually, the Jews became Esau and we became Jacob. (Romans 9)

This is clear evidence of God’s providence and of his predestination.

v. 6 seems to agree with d. above, as Cain’s anger is evidence it was about him, not about God.
Cain may have had faith in God, but Abel was faithful to God.

Cain brought a sacrifice as barter.

Abel brought a sacrifice out of loyalty (chesed) to God.

Q: Are your sacrifices about you or are they about God?

4:6  For us, “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”
This is clear evidence of free will.  God expects us to master our temptation.
Again, James 1:14-15 breaks it down for us.
Our own evil desire produces temptation.

We give in and sin.
Sin, when full blown leads to death.  We definitely see that here, as Cain plots to kill his brother.

Genesis 3, as Genesis 4, is clearly given as a paradigm of sin and its effects.

A theme.  Sin, undealt with, goes from bad to worse.
v. 9, 10  God:  Where is your brother?  “What have you done?” Like in Genesis 3:8, 13  God knows the answer to the question.  He is trying to help Cain come to conviction himself.  We should follow this pattern.   “What happened?”   “Why did you do this?”  rather that “You did such and such ….”

Q: Is Cain Abel’s keeper?    Well….. not exactly.  We are not our brother’s keeper—ie we are not in charge of our brother.

Cain is exaggerating what God is requiring (am I the shepherd’s shepherd?)  so that he can justify rejecting what he wants, which is for Cain to care for his brother and to protect him from sin and danger.

Genesis 4:13-14  Has Cain repented here?   Very similar to Adam.

From bad to worse:

a. Eve tried to rebut Satan’s argument, but Cain embraced sin.

b. Adam told the truth (although only part of it), but Cain told a bold-faced lie.
c. Cain responds disrespectfully to God, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

b. Adam and Eve accepted the consequences of their sin, but Cain protested he was being treated too harshly.

Genesis 4:15  Again, God makes provision so that Cain can eventually repent and heal.

4:16  Cain goes to Nod, which means wandering.
If you do not obey God and love your brother, you, like Cain, will live a life of lonely wandering.  You will be, emotionally, a wandering vagrant.
Cain went even further East of Eden.  Lesson of Genesis 4: Sin separates us from God and from our fellow creatures.
Genesis 4:17-24

Q: Who did Cain marry?   One of his sisters?  Genesis 5:4 “Adam had other sons and daughters.”  We do not know, but by this time Adam and Eve could be 300 or 400 or 500 years old and could have dozens of children, some of who are hundreds of years old and who could be great, great, great, great grandparents.  All of this is speculation.

Genesis 4:17-5:32  The descendants of Cain and Seth.  
Generally, Cain’s descendants are more worldly (building cities, tending cattle, starting industries, creating music), 4:23-24 Lamech has two wives, brags about revenge killing, and boasts that he will take revenge 77 times (whereas Jesus told the apostles to forgive 77 times! Matthew 18:23-25) 
Seth’s descendants are more spiritual.  4:25-26 With Enosh, his son, “began to call on the name of the Lord.”  5:21-14  Enoch “walked with God and was no more.”  
Hebrews 11:5 “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death.”

Similarly Elijah was taken up into heaven 2 Kings 2:3-10

Might this be the fate God had had in mind for Adam and Eve—that they not die but be taken up?   In other words, they were not intended to be immortal, but to not suffer the curse of physical death.
Genesis 5  The first genealogy.  (actually, a continuation of Gen 4:17-26)
Adam, Seth,….Noah…  The line through whom the Messiah came.  Remember, this is a chapter in the story of how God undid the horrible consequences of sin.
The genealogy of Cain is a story of how sin degrades humans.

The genealogy of Seth is the story of hope and deliverance.

Again, the younger (youngest) son is the one through whom the blessing comes.

Note: These genealogies are not sequential.  There are gaps.  Therefore, we cannot definitively establish the date of the flood or of Adam and Eve.

(ex:  Matthew 1:8 Jehoram was the “father of” Uzziah, but we know that in fact Jehoram was the father of Ahaziah, the father of Joash, the father of Amaziah, the father of Uzziah)
5:28-32  Transition to the next story: Noah.  Noah means comfort or rest.
Genesis CH 6-9  Noah and the Flood.  
The pattern is repeated.  

1. Mankind becomes totally corrupt.  

2. God punishes mankind by sending a flood

3. God provides for restoration and healing.

Genesis 6:1-8  The situation goes from bad (Gen 3) to worse (Gen 4)  to even worse (Gen 6).

v.2,4  Men had sex with whoever they wanted.

v. “married” = “took”  laqach in Hebrew   Did they take them by force?
The sons of God are probably simply human men.  Perhaps they are the male descendants of Seth who were supposedly more spiritual.

The daughters of men are human women.

Many believe, based on 1 Enoch 6:2, Jubilees 5:1 Jewish tradition (Qumran, for example, Josephus, Philo), these Sons of God are angels and the Nephilim are half –human and half-angel.  They use 2 Peter 2:4-5 and Jude 6 as support, but these passages probably do not even have Genesis 6:1-4 in mind.  
But Enoch is not inspired as far as we know, and there is zero indication in the Bible for angels producing children with humans.

Perhaps these Nephilim were simply men who thought they were “something else.”  They were “great” in their own eyes and in the eyes of worldly people.  Gen 6:4 They were “famous men.”
Gen 6:3,5-8   God:  “It has gotten so bad, I cannot take the pain of rebellion and watching my children destroy their own lives.  I HAVE to do something.

v. 3  I will not remain (contend is not the best translation) with mankind forever.

God reduces humanlifespan to about 120 years.

v. 5 “every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.”   Wow.  Sounds like Romans 3:10-18
v. 6,7 God regretted having made mankind.   Some translations repented, but God does not need to repent.

We have to picture God as being in GREAT PAIN.  

Imagine that:  God’s heart was filled with pain.  Why?  Because his creatures rejected him.  What will he do?   He will judge those who reject him and save those who put their faith in him.
But… there is hope!

v. 8  But Noah found favor in God’s eyes.    Praise God!  Lucky for us!

[Gen 6:9 “This is the account of Noah and his family.”  The 3rd time this phrase has been used.]

v. 9 Why?   Because he was righteous, blameless and faithful.

Heb 11:7   Noah believed in things not yet seen.  He had faith in things unseen.
Noah was relatively righteous among men, but “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6, Romans 4:3)  And Hebrews 11:7 “righteousness that is in keeping with faith.” So his faith was the key to his righteousness.

God tells Noah that he is going to judge the world, but save Noah’s family.
Build a boat (without using nails or saws) 450 ft. long, 75 ft wide and 45 ft high with three decks.

Consider Noah’s faith to build this ark!

What did his wife think?

What did his neighbors think?

I love Genesis 6:22  Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

This is the definition of faith!   Ezekiel 18:5-9  The righteous man is the one who does what is just and right (v. 5).  He is the one who “follows my decrees and faithfully keeps my laws.” (v. 9)
Flood is a type, Judgment is the antitype.   2 Peter 3:3-7.

Notice: “by the same word…”    As it was then, so it will be at the end time.

When it started raining, no one was laughing at Noah.

But the same event which foreshadows judgment, also foreshadows God’s provision and our salvation.  1 Peter 3:20-22.   Saved through water.  This water symbolizes baptism that now saves you.   So much for baptism being a symbol.  The water in the flood was the symbol.

The flood is a picture of what happened.

The flood is a picture of the world as it is today

The flood is a picture of the world as it will be at the end.

The flood is a foreshadow of both judgment and salvation.

Every reality in NT is foreshadowed by an historical event in the OT.  Judgment Day is no exception.

As with the type, so with the antitype.

Judgment day is bad news for most, but not for Noah and family.  1 Pet 3:20-22.

In both cases, a few are saved through water.  Baptism is not a symbol, Noah’s flood is the symbol.

Noah is a “second Adam.”   He is Adam 2.0  (Jesus is Adam 3.0)
As Jesus was raised, so was Noah raised from the dead.

Wenham:  “In the flood, the bounds established at creation were overstepped, and chaos and death ensued.”   In the flood, the boundary between the water below and the water above was removed.
The Flood:  Like the Genesis creation account, another “true myth.”

Cultures with a flood story:   Hindus, Burma (Myanmar) New Guinea Aborigines of Australia New Zealand Iroquoi, Incas Aztecs, Greeks, Babylonians, Sumerians, Celts, etc….
Sumerians date dynasties before “the flood” and after “the flood”

8 foot layer of mud below city of Ur

The Gilgamesh Epic. 

Akkadia 2000 BC, rewritten 1600 BC
Common elements:
1. A decision to destroy mankind

2. God or god warns a hero about the impending flood

3. Flood hero (Utnapishtim, Noah) told to build an boat
4. Hero obeys
5. Hero enters ark and the door is closed

6. Flood comes

7. Live destroyed

8. Water subsides

9. Boat grounded in mountians

10. Birds sent out.

11. Exit and sacrifice
Contrasts between the Babylonian flood story and the Genesis flood story.

In the Mesopotamian flood story, the Noah figure escaped destruction because he happened to worship a god who did not support the decision to bring on a flood.   The gods were not unanimous.
In the Gilgamesh Epic, Utnapishtim, not God, closes the door.  In Genesis Noah was saved by God’s grace, not by his wisdom or hard work.
In the Mesopotamian flood story, once the flood gets started, the gods lose control of the devastation and are terrified of it. They “cowered like dogs.”
God is omniscient and omnipotent.
In the Genesis account, God is fully in control, and the “god” who brought on the flood is the one who saves Noah.
At the sacrifice after the flood, the gods are “crowding like flies” around the sacrifice because mankind was created to feed the gods.

In Gilgamesh the gods are capricious, in Genesis God is just yet loving.

Theories about the flood:

1. Just another unfounded myth.

2. Worldwide flood.

a. With a  semi-scientific explanation
Canopy theory  Water stored in the heavens
Water came from under the earth.  “Fountains of the deep.”
b. A unique and completely miraculous event

3. Local flood    A massive flood in Mesopotamia.
Problem?  So, how was the water retained only in Mesopotamia?

And why are there all of those flood “myths” across the world?

Scholars tell us that the use of the word “earth” (erets) and  “all” or “every” (kol) does allow for a local context.  (for example, in Genesis 41:57, and all (kol) the world (erets) came to Egypt)
Genesis 7:20  The water rose to about 20 feet above the local mountains where the ark landed.   This is not 29,000 feet!
 My conclusion:

The flood was a dramatic, worldwide, miraculous event in which God judged the earth.
New Testament writers clearly believe this was a historical event.  Matthew 24:38-39

It happened as judgment for sin  2 Peter 3:6-7

It is a prefigure of final judgment

Belief in the flood based chiefly on faith in the Bible, certainly not on science.
But, to be honest, I accept this principally on faith in the inerrancy of the Bible—definitely NOT on science!!!!
Besides, the theological and even the historical meaning is not seriously impacted by either the local or the global scenario.

Genesis 7  The flood comes up.

Genesis 8 The flood comes down.  Why? Because “God remembered Noah”  (Genesis 8:1)

After this point, the chaos brought on by the flood is reversed and the earth, in a sense, is recreated.  Water separates from the land, land appears from the water, and live emerges again on the land.

Genesis 9:8-17  God makes a covenant with Noah.  “I will take care of you and your descendants, and I will never judge mankind by a flood again.”

The rainbow will be a remembrance of this covenant. (not that there were no rainbows before this time, but that they will serve as a reminder from this time forward)

Five Covenants in the Bible.

1. Noah.

2. Abraham

3. Moses

4. David

5. Jesus   Of course, the first four all look forward to this one.
Genesis 9:18-27  That kind of weird story about Noah getting drunk and Ham being cursed for seeing his father naked.

Genesis 10  The second genealogy.   
Phase II of God’s plan to send the Messiah.   Noah to Abraham.   
Japheth  north and west of Mesopotamia.

Ham to the South

Shem to the East.

Shem comes last because Abraham comes through him.

Genesis 11.  The Tower of Babel.

The hubris of man vs the reality of God.  (and the Tower of Babel—a story of human pride and God’s response to that pride)
Babel is the last of four stories of judgement on those who rebel against God.  Adam and Eve   Cain and Abel    Flood   Babel.
Gen 11:1-4  Man seeks to become famous and to be “awesome” by building a great city.

A chiasm  

A. Whole world, one language (v. 1)


B. People settle together there (v. 2)



C. Said to each other




D. Come let us make bricks





E. A city and a tower






X. But YHWH came down to see





E. The city and the tower




D. Come let us… confuse us


C. Not understand each other


B. People scattered over all the earth

A. Whole world languages confused. 

 “Let us make a name for ourselves”

 (Reminds us of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:30 “Is this not the great Babylon that I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power, and for the glory of my majesty?”)   This may well have been on the identical site of Babel.  Nebuchadnezzar (and we) ought to remember 1 Corinthians 4:7 What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you act as if you did not?

Q: How can we be like the citizen of Babel?

God’s response in Daniel 4:37  Those who walk in pride, He is able to humble.

The tower almost certainly was built as a ziggurat (such as the Zuggurat in Ur).   A stepped Pyramid.   Clay brick and bitumen, both very plentiful in Mesopotamia.  Stone was rare.
Genesis 11:5   “The Lord came down to see the city.”  (Not literally, of course, but metaphorically.)  The hubris of man is clearly revealed.  They thought they would reach heaven, but to God their efforts were truly punyNotice, God looks down to see the tower.  It is very small.    Yahweh came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built.
Doug Jacoby:     The tower in Babel must not be completed! The God of love refuses to let man self-destruct again. After the Fall, God set cherubim in place, flaming swords brandished. At Babel, he confounds the common tongue of mankind and creates division—which functions as a form of protection against ourselves. After God’s intervention, work on the city grinds to a halt. People couldn’t understand one another; they spoke past one another. Without clear communication, no great project can be accomplished.
The Genesis writer is not critiquing urban­ization, but self-aggrandizing empire-building which leads to the destruction of society that claims absolute allegiance. No tower, system, state or political program has the right to demand ultimate or absolute allegiance—to lay claim to our souls. Yahweh will not tolerate the tyranny of totalitarianism.
God confuses their languages, not as judgment on sin, but to protect them from themselves. Pride goes before destruction.

Great accomplishment is not always in our best interest.  (absolute power corrupts absolutely)   Babel epitomizes the folly of humanistic efforts.
Symbolically, Babel = Babylon = the embodiment of human pride and worldly power.  Rev 18:2-3  God must judge such hubris.  Isaiah 13:19
Q: Do you get this message?  Are you trying to make yourself great.
Prov 16:3  Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.   (also Psalm 127:1  Unless the Lord builds the house….)
There’s a play on the Hebrew word babel. In the Akkadian original, is may be intended to mean “gate of God.” In wordplay, it is connected with balal, the verb “to confuse.” What a slam!  In the consistent style of Genesis, heathen notions and names are tweaked, parodied, and exposed as powerless and empty. God’s word effectively strips the mythology from the pagan beliefs and accounts. Having removed the clutter of manmade religion and superstition, he brings his word to us.
Genesis 11:10-26  From Shem to Abraham.  The story of God’s plan to save his people (cont.)

Genesis 11:27  The story of Abraham begins.  Chapter six.
This is the sixth of ten toledoths (generations)

10 toledoths (generations)

 

1. The heavens and the earth (2:4a)

2. Adam and his descendants (5:1)

3. Noah (6:9)

4. Ham, Shem, and Japheth (10:1)

5. Shem (11:10)

6. Terah/Abraham (11:27)

7. Ishmael (25:12)

8. Isaac (25:19)

9. Esau (36:1 and 9)

10. Jacob (37:2)
Remember our outlinel

I.  Ch 1-2  The original state of the world and the state to which we will return in the end.

II.  Ch 3-11  Why mankind needs to be saved.

III.  Ch 12-50  God initiates his plan to save mankind.
More accurately,  part III starts at Genesis 11:27

Up to now, Genesis has been tracing the degradation and downfall of mankind through four stories.  Now, we switch to God’s plan to bring salvation.

We are also shifting from primeval history, all of which has great symbolic significance, to events that take place in history.  We can start to place a date on the events.  Also, the focus is no longer global, but on a particular people.
Genesis 11:27-32  Abram begins his response to the calling of God, but he only travels as far as Harran.  

v. 31 they set out for Canaan, but fell short.  Was this a first call of Abraham?   The symbolism here is setting out on a journey of faith, but never leaving the world—moving partly toward Canaan, but never making it there.  Q: How many of these people do we know?  A LOT!!!!!!

A lot of people “settle” for Harran—a half-baked Christianity/commitment.

v. 32. Terah never made it.  Joshua 24:2 Terah worshipped other gods.  How sad.

Probably, this is partly because he was still under submission to his father.  Later, when Terah died (Acts 7:4), Abram had the faith and courage to obey the call to leave family and belongings behind.  Abraham’s faith grew somewhat gradually.
III. Genesis 12-50  God Initiates His Plan to Save Mankind

Genesis 12-25  Abraham
The story of Genesis is the story of God and it is the story of Abraham—It is the story of salvation by faith.

Abraham’s faith is a type of the saving faith we have.  Romans 4:11-12, Romans 4:16. “He is the father of us all.”
Adam is the father of us all.  (we are sinners)

Noah is the father of us all.   (physically)

Abraham is the father of us all.   (the saved)
God was telling the Jews all along that salvation is by faith.

Romans 4:16,17   father, forerunner, type of all of us.  All who are saved by living by faith.
This is even more explicit in Galatians 3:7-10.  Those who have faith are children of Abraham.  Scripture foresaw….   So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

Genesis 12:1-10  God calls Abraham

Genesis 12:1-3  God calls Abraham (for a second time?)

The command:  Leave behind your country, your culture (people) and your family (household).

Like all of us, he called Abraham to leave everything behind.  Luke 14:33  anyone who does not give up everything he has…  Luke 9:62  He who puts his hand to the plow…

Hebrews 11:8-10    “He was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”

Are you truly a citizen of heaven?  (Philippians 3:20)

Abraham, like Jesus, is the pioneer and completer of our faith.

A side note to bear in mind: 12:3  Whoever curses you I will curse.  Those who curse Jesus, God will curse.

Abraham’s leaving Harran and wandering in the Promised Land is a foreshadow of Israel leaving Egypt and wandering in the wilderness, and it is a foreshadow of us leaving our spiritual Egypt and walking by faith in our own “wilderness” pursuant to entering our own Promised Land/heaven.
Genesis (12, 15, and) 17  God makes a covenant with Abram.  The covenant of circumcision.  This is a key moment.  God now has a people of his own possession.  As a symbol, God changes his name to Abraham (father or many).

Note that the five-fold blessing of Abraham parallels ;the five curses pronounced earlier.  (the five “curses” are 1. Loss of righteousness.  2. Separation from God   3. Cursed environment.    4. Pain and death   5. Shame/wearing of clothing.
God’s promises to Abraham:

1. Genesis 12:2 13:16  I will make you into a great nation.

2. Genesis 12:3  All nations will be blessed through you.

3. Gen 12:7, 13:15 15:18  I will give you this land (Palestine).

4. Genesis 15:4-5  I will give you a son, and your offspring will be like the stars in the sky.

5. Genesis 17:6  Kings will come from you.

6. I will make your name great
7. Whoever curses you I will curse.
Why did God do this?   Because Abraham was righteous?   No, because of his faith.
So, with his half-sister (Genesis 20:12)/wife Sarai, Abraham leaves for Canaan, at the age of 75 (Sarai was 65)
For the rest of his life, he wandered in a land which was a picture/foreshadow of the Kingdom of God.

Canaan is a foreshadow of Israel, of the Church and of heaven.

Genesis 12:5-9  It is a bit challenging to follow all of Abraham’s travels (and probably not all that necessary).  But here it is:

Ur → Harran  →  Shechem (Nablus today)  →  Between Bethel and Ai  →  Negev  →   Egypt  →  Negev  →   Between Bethel and Ai

In Genesis 12:5-9 Abraham is traversing Canaan, symbolically taking possession of the Promised Land.

Genesis 12:10-20  In Egypt.  
Abraham unfaithful to God, but God still blesses him.   (Praise God for this foreshadow!)

Abraham tries to find security through using his own intelligence.

Abram tells a half-truth—that Sarai was his half-sister.

He did not lie to Pharaoh, technically.  Q: Do we let him off the hook for this?    (God does)
Apparently, God is already crediting Abraham’s faith as righteousness, as he blesses Abraham.

v. 17 God brings judgment on Egypt for the unwillful sin of Pharaoh.

Not only does Pharaoh not jail or kill him, he sends him away with massive gifts of sheep, cattle, donkeys, servants and camels.

v. 19-20 It seems that Pharoah may have more faith in Yaweh than Abraham!       Remember:  Those who bless you, I will bless (like Abimelech Gen 20)
Genesis 13:1-14:24  Abraham and Lot.

Genesis 13:8-13  Abraham’s faith is increasing.

Lot lived by sight and went to Sodom.  13:10 Lot saw…

Abraham lived by faith and stayed in the Promised Land.

Abraham believed in things unseen (Heb 11:1) As the land around Sodom appeared to be much more fertile.

God’s response:  13:15  All the land you see, I will give you as an inheritance (but not actually to you—only to your seed).   I will make you a great nation.

Genesis 13:17  I love this passage:  “Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”

Q: What do you see God giving to you by faith?

Genesis 14   Abraham saves Lot.  We will not spend a lot of time here.

Lot’s life story is one of progressive entanglement in the things of the world.

At first, he goes and lives NEAR Sodom (Genesis 13:12)

Later he goes and lives IN Sodom.   (Genesis 14:12)

Contrast to the faith of Abraham Genesis 14:22-24   “I will accept nothing belonging to you.”   Avoiding being entangled with the world.

Genesis 14:18-20.  Melchizedek.    Priest and King.  A prophecy of the priesthood of Jesus.
Melchizedek a worshipper of El Elyon (God Most High)

    Psalm 110:4

Melchizedek is a very interesting figure:
Melchizedek is a prefigure of Jesus Christ.

1. Melchizedek means King of Righteousness.

2. King of Salem (Genesis 14:18) means King (prince?) of Peace.
(he was king of righteousness before he was king of peace because righteousness comes before peace).
3. The King of physical Jerusalem.    (Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem)

4. Melchizedek had neither beginning nor end of days (Hebrews 7:3). [Note: He is not saying that Melchizedek did not die, but that we know nothing of when he was born or when he died, and using that as a symbol of the Messiah—an argument based on silence. He is a priest without genealogy (Heb 7:3), which was never true of Jewish priests (Ezra 2:61-63).]
5. Without descendants (that we know of).  Heb 7:3 without descendants
6. A priest because of his character (king of righteousness), not because of descent. (Hebrews 7:16)
7. Greater than Abraham, because Abraham offered sacrifice (Gen 14:20), and likely Abraham was literally his subject) 
8. He blessed Abraham (Genesis 14:19).

9. Gave Abraham bread and wine—a prefigure of the last supper, Lord’s Supper) (surprisingly, this is not mentioned by the Hebrew writer)

10.  A priest, but not a Levite  Heb 7:6—a priest to the Gentiles.
11. High Priest because of his character, not by descent.

12. A priest and a king (unlike any Jew).
13. He remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)
Genesis 15 God makes a covenant with Abraham.
Genesis 15:2-3 Abraham is having a moment of doubt.  God, you told me you would make me the father of many nations, but I am childless, and the son of one of my servants will be my heir.

God is not angry that Abraham is having some doubts.

Suggestion:  Read Romans 4 in light of Genesis 15

1. You will have a son of your own flesh.  (15:4)
2. You will have offspring like the stars in the sky. “So shall your offspring be.” (15:5)    Of course, this came true both physically and spiritually, as “Abraham is the father of us all” Romans 4:16.

3. I will give you this land. (15:18-19)

Genesis 15:6 is one of the most important passages in the Old Testament.

“Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  Romans 4:3

Q: What did Abraham believe?  What do we need to believe?

A: That God will do what he promised.  That he will be faithful to us.

Genesis 15:8-17 God confirms his promise to Abraham through a (to us) rather odd ceremony.

In the ceremony, an animal (in this case, a heifer, a goat a ram, a dove and a pigeon) is split in half and the participants in the covenant being enacted walk between the halves.  The symbolic meaning was that whoever walked between the halves invoke on themselves the same fate if they are unfaithful to the covenant.

Note, that in this vision it is only God (not Abraham) who, in the form of the flaming torch, passes between the halves.  God is binding himself and promising Abraham that he will fulfill what he has promised.

Notice how the God of the universe is humbling himself to assure Abraham of his promises.  (later he will even swear to Abraham Heb 6…)

But also notice that he will not receive the promise only after being strangers in a foreign land for 400 years. (Gen 15:13-14)
Genesis 16, Genesis 21 Ishmael, Isaac, Hagar, Sarah

In Gen 16:1-4 Sarai offers Hagar her servant to Abraham.

Here Sarai, like Abraham before, takes charge and tries to help God fulfill his plan—she is “sorting out God’s mistakes.”

Note: In Code of Hammurabi, if a man’s wife could not have children she could give her slave girl to her husband, and children born from that union would legally be the wife’s child.  The code also specified that if the slave woman tried to establish equal status to the wife, she could be demoted to slavery again, but not sold.  This explains both why Sarai gave Hagar to Abraham and also why she treated her so harshly once Ishmael was born (Genesis 16:6).
Ishmael is NOT the promised son.  Sarah and Abraham use their own wisdom.  They think they know better than God.

Hagar becomes proud and looks down on Sarah.  Surprise!

Sarai very strongly persecutes Hagar to the point that she appears to fear for her life.

[There is a reverse foreshadow here, as a Jewish woman persecutes an Egyptian slave, whereas, later on an Egyptian king will persecute Israelite slaves]

16:7-16. Hagar flees Sarai, but God intervenes and sends her back to Abraham.

Ishmael is born (Ishmael means God hears).   Genesis 16:12  His descendants (the Arabs) will live in perpetual hostility toward his brothers (the Jews).

Rather than hurrying along the fulfillment of God’s promise, Sarai’s attempt to help out God’s plan, if anything, delays the fulfillment of the prophecy by 14 years.

Yet, God redeems even this bad choice, as he blesses Ishmael greatly and princes come from his line.

Genesis 17  Covenant of Circumcision.   Gen 17:1 Abraham doubts.  Given that he is 99 and Sarah is 89, can you blame him?
God renews the promises.  I am El Shaddai  God Almighty.

1. Father of many nations (v. 4)   v. 5 You will be Abraham  (lit. father of many)   Here is where he gets his new name.
2. Kings will come from you.  v. 6

3. I will give you this land (Canaan)  v. 8

17:8 This is an everlasting covenant.

a. In the Hebrew context, “eternal” means until the end of that period/dispensation.

b. Note, that this covenant is with all the succeeding generations, and note that even when they sinned and God disciplined them (Deuteronomy 30:1-10) he would reestablish and continue his covenant of love with his people.

17:12 f   every male child must be circumcised on the 8th day.  Circumcision is an outward sign.  Zwingli called baptism Christian circumcision, but this is a mistake, as it is not an outward sign.  Circumcision is a prefigure. The reality is baptism.  Romans 2:25-29  The only circumcision that matters is circumcision of the heart.
The “duties” God gives Abraham are slight compared to the grandeur of the promises.
17:15-16  Sarai will bear a child (and will be called Sarah).  Abraham laughs to himself.

v. 17  You will call him yitschaq (Isaac)   which means he laughs.

v. 19-20  The promise will come through Isaac.

Gen 17:23  “On that very day.”  As was usual to Abraham, his obedience was immediate and complete (in stark contrast to Lot)

Genesis 18  Three visitors, one of whom is God (v. 13).

The other two are angels who are the two who go to Sodom to rescue Lot.

18:12  Sarah laughs.  “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?
18:14  Q: Do you think anything is too hard for the Lord?  Do you have the faith of Abraham?     One year from now, you will give birth to a child.
Genesis 21  Isaac is born.    Sarah laughs again.   This is a recurring theme in the Bible:  Women who are barren giving birth at a great age.   Sarah, Rebekah after 20 years of being barren.  Rachel, Hannah, Elizabeth.   This is about God giving us hope of a fulfilled life, even if we have been barren.  It is also about answered prayer. 
God turns Sarah’s unfaithful and disrespectful laugh into a laugh of joy.  Such is God’s grace to those who put their faith in him.
Gen 21:1-4  Note the phrases “as he had promised” v. 1  and “at the very time he had promised.”  And Abraham circumcised Isaac on the 8th day as he had been commanded.

21:8-10 Hagar and Ishmael persecute/mock Isaac.  (remember, God had said, those who curse you I will curse.  This is a really bad idea)
21:11-12  Sarah sends Hagar and Ishmael away.

Gen 21:13  God to Abraham:  Listen to Sarah, as I will make the son of the slave woman (Hagar) into a nation also, because he is your offspring.

Note: v. 14  Early the next morning Abraham obeyed

Genesis 21:18 God to Hagar: I will make him into a great nation.  Here we see God’s grace on Abraham—even on the son born out of a lack of faith.  We can see God’ grace to us in this.
Prefigures in Ishmael, Isaac, Sarah and Hagar

Ishmael  →  Israel   born the usual way

Isaac  →   the church    born by miracle.

Israel children of God by birth.   Us:  children of God by choice.

This should really bother the Jews.  Ishmael is a foreshadow of us!!!! 

We are children of Abraham.  Jesus:  no you are not.

I’m not just making this up:  Gal 4:21-31

As Ishmael persecuted Abraham out of jealousy, so the Jews persecuted the early Christians.   

God had this thing planned all along—to miraculously adopt us into his family.
Type:  Ishmael persecuted Isaac (21:9 he mocked Isaac, Gal 4:29 he persecuted)      Antitype:  The Jews persecuted the early Church.
Type:    Sarah:   Get rid of that woman and her son.  (Genesis 21:10)
Antitype:  God rejecting Israel and accepting the church.    70 AD it happened.

Note:  Although Abraham allowed Sarah to send Hagar and Ishmael away, he promised to make him a great nation as well. 21:11-13 and 15-21.  This is exactly what happened (Genesis 25:12-18)

Genesis 18:16-19:37  Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Look at the intimate relationship between the Lord and Abraham.

Gen 18:17  “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do.”  An intimate relationship in which Abraham is treated almost as an equal/like a friend.

Gen 18:19  I have chosen yada = known in an intimate way.  Used as a euphemism for the sexual act.   Abraham has a deep, intimate, daily relationship with God.

God listened to and was influenced by Abraham, the man of faith.
18:23-33 Abraham, like a true prophet, pleads for Sodom (despite the way the king had treated him in Ch.14).   He is very different from Jonah!   He has a heart for Gentiles.  Through him, all nations will be blessed.  Abraham has a heart which is quick to forgive and quick to seek mercy for his enemies.  Q: Are you like that?
18:32-33  Unfortunately, there were not even ten faithful people in Sodom.  In fact, there was just one.
Sodom: A foreshadow of Judgment and of salvation!   (a common theme in the Bible, so there are a lot of foreshadows in the OT)

Sodom is a type of sin.  Sodom is a paradigm for sin and God’s judgement of sinners.  Sodom and Gomorrah are a byword for sin in the Bible.
note: in Ezekiel 16:46-48 Israel’s sin is called worse than that of Sodom. This was probably not literally true, but given what God had done for Israel, from his perspective their sin was worse than that of Sodom.
Similarly, Jesus says of the Jews who reject the apostles that “I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.”  Matthew 11:23-24
What happened to Sodom, then, becomes a foreshadow of those who sin.

 (2 Peter 2:6)

The message:  unrepented sin will lead to judgment.  Did God make this symbol subtle?

But there is another message.  What about Lot.   Believe it or not, S&G is about the grace of God.
Lot is an interesting mixture of a good and, in some ways, a spiritual guy and in other ways he has made himself at home among worldly people.

For example in Gen 19:1-2 he, an immigrant, offers hospitality when the citizens of Sodom notably do not.

Lot was sitting in the gateway of Sodom, which implies that he is a respected citizen (but he is still treated as a foreigner, as in v. 9)

For example, in Genesis 19:6-7 he puts himself in mortal danger (notice, he closed the door behind him!) to help strangers and show hospitality.

But, Lot offers his unmarried daughters to the men who want to gang-rape the angels.  (note: this may just be a delaying tactic of a desperate man)
[a side note:  God would have saved Sodom, even if there were only ten righteous people there, but God waits until there is literally not a single righteous person left in the city before he destroys it.  There is not even a hint of divine injustice here.]

Two angels plead with Lot to leave that city (“come on”, “get up”).  They twisted Lot’s arm.
We need to be like these angels—helping people to leave Sodom, even if we

have to drag them out!

Lot: Oh, it’s not so bad. Spend the night. We have plenty of time. (19:16)
Lot: It’s too hard to leave Sodom.  Can’t we just go to Zoar? (Gen 19:18-22)
Type: Lot is us!!   Lot is the questionable disciple who just barely makes it to heaven—with his clothes singed on the way in—but God saved Lot.  Was Lot a way righteous person?

2 Pet 2:6  Was Lot a righteous man?  Acc. To God yes!

Lot is the tattered but surviving Christian.  He barely makes it, but he makes it!   God is not encouraging us to be like Lot, but he intends to comfort us through Lot.

Lot’s wife.    Q:  What does God use her as a type of?   Those who are saved, but look back and are lost.   Gen 19:26
Luke 17:32  Remember Lot’s wife!!!  Luke 9:62  takes on new meaning.
Q: Have you been tempted to look back to Sodom?

God’s admonition to us:  DO NOT LOOK BACK TO SODOM!

Genesis 19:29  So God remembered Abraham, and therefore he saved Lot.  This reminds us of Genesis 8:1 in which God remembered Noah and brought salvation to his house.  Q: What did he remember about Noah and Abraham?  Their faith!!!!    That is what will get God’s attention.

Gen 19:30-38 Epilogue:  Lot becomes the father of the Moabites and the Ammonites through sinful union with his daughters.  It is not a good sign of his righteousness that his daughters knew that if he drank, they could take advantage of him.
At the end, Lot is living in a cave in abject fear.  He left Abraham with great wealth, but had an accommodating attitude toward the “world” and look what happened to him.  He will be in heaven, but in this world, his ruin in nearly complete.  This is the last we see of Lot.

An Aside:   Archaeology and Genesis

Genesis:  Ur a large and prosperous city around 1900 BC The point:  if Bible is an historical fantasy 500 BC, how did they know that?

 Harann, a smaller, frontier city in NW Mesopotamia    Note:  Harann was abandoned about 1800 BC.  How did Jews 500 BC know about this city?

Ebla Tablets (1975)  peaked in importance about 2000 BC   17,000 clay tablets

Names mentioned include   Isaac, Jacob, Abraham, Terah, Nahor and Serug

The point:  these names were unknown 1000 years later.  This story could not have been invented.

Ex:   read a letter, supposedly written 1890,  including names such as Skyler, Jamal, Brittany

Or letter, supposedly written 2004  with names such as Gertrude, Harold

Story of Laban chasing Jacob to retrieve the household gods (Genesis 31)   Why was Laban more concerned with getting back his household gods than his own daughter?    

According to the Nuzi Tablets whoever possessed the household gods/teraphim  inherited the family property.   Oh!

What about Sodom and Gomorrah?  Bible:  fairly well-watered, large cities

League of 5 cities:   Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, Zoar (Genesis 14:2)

Today:  SE corner of Dead Sea.  Total wasteland.

Archaeologists discovered about 2100 BC Dead Sea twice as large, wetter.

Guess how many wadis contain ruins of cities?    Five!!

All destroyed about 2000 BC by fire

Largest city, Bab edh-Dhra  (presumably Sodom) as thick as 7 ft. ashes.

The graveyard 1 kilometer distance from the city:  Burned from the top down!

Also:

The Hittites.   Skeptics in 19th century.  This is all just a made up story.  No such people ever existed.

Bible:   A major power in Palestine about 1800 BC.  Mentioned 47 Times

1906  Hugo Winkler discovered Hattusha.  Large empire with many cities which was the chief rival to Egyptian power in the period 1800-1300 BC.
Genesis 22  Abraham Offers His One and Only Son.

Genesis 22:1 “Some time later.”  Isaac is probably now a teenager.

Gen 22:1-6  Take your son, your only son…    [note: at this point Ishmael is gone forever]
Isaac is a type of Christ, and Abraham is a type of the Father.
Imagine the emotions of Abraham, who was “greatly distressed” at having to send Ishmael away (21:11)

As a prefigure, imagine the distress in the Father at offering his one and only son.

All of Abraham’s hopes rested on Isaac.

As Chrysostom put it:  “The things of God seemed to fight against the things of God, and faith fought with faith, and the commandment fought with the promise.”     Yet Abraham, in faith, obeyed the command.

What is it you are not willing to give up to God?  God is calling you to sacrifice it.
v. 3 Abraham got up early the next day. Abraham (God) is not holding back.

God was willing to give up his only son.

The cool thing is that this actually happened.

By the way Mt. Moriah is the site of the temple and the place where Jesus was condemned to die.  Coincidence?
22:4  On the third day…
1 Cor 15:3-4  Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.                He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures.    Fulfilled here!

Heb 11:19  Figuratively speaking Abraham received his son back from the dead.

v. 6 Look at Isaac.  He carried the wood to be used for his own sacrifice up Mt. Moriah.   As Jesus carried the wood up the same mountain which would be used for his sacrifice.
And notice, Abraham carried the knife.  God offered his son.

Look at the emotional scene:  Isaac says, affectionately: “Father”  “Where is the offering.”   Imagine how torn apart Abraham’s heart was.  He says, enigmatically “God will provide.”
Abraham:  You are the sacrifice.   Isaac:  If you say so, father.
Q: How could he do this?  Heb 11:19  Abraham reasoned  This is very faithful reasoning!

v. 9 Abraham bound his son.  The implication is that Isaac allowed him to do so. This reminds me of Gethsemane  “Not my will but yours be done.”
We need to follow Abraham our father:

1. Out of Ur/Haran    Give up everything we have to follow God.

2. To Mt. Moriah    The place where you offer up the blessings you have received from God.

[Note the parallel to Israel in Egypt.  They, too, had firstborn sons who were doomed to die, but were saved by a perfect sacrificial lamb.  They, too, went on a three day journey while Moses went up on a mountain to meet with God.]
Gen 22:14   Abraham has overwhelming joy.  “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”   Moriah means “it will be provided.”
Gen 22:15-18  Because of Abraham’s faith, God renews the covenant one more time (ch 12, 13, 15, 17)

And look at this!!!   22:16  I swear by myself…   because you have done this.   Wow. 

This is the most emphatic promise of all those given to Abraham.
Illustration:  George Burns in Oh God (the movie) “so help me me.”

Hebrews 6:13  God swore by himself…   I will bless you.  In this context, the Hebrew writer is telling us that God will not forsake us who walk in the footsteps of Abraham.  Heb 6:18-19 We have this hope….

1. Numerous descendants like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore.

2. You will conquer (not just receive) this land.

3. All nations will be blessed through Isaac.

Genesis 22 is a triumphant climax to the story of Abraham learning to walk by faith.  From it he emerges with his promised son intact and with his blessing affirmed.

 All future assurances of God’s providence to his people refers back to this event (Deut 1:8 for example)  Even when God punishes his people, the promise is not forgotten.

Genesis 23  Abraham buys a field in Machpelah.  This is symbolic of the future.  During his lifetime, Abraham only received a postage-stamp-sized partial fullfillment of his promised inheritance.  Heb 11:13 (referring to Abraham most specifically) “They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.  And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.”  “They desired a better country; a heavenly one.”
Q: What about you?  Where do you put your treasures?  Are you, like Abraham a mere stranger here?  What is your citizenship?
Eventually, Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Rachel and Leah were buried there as a foreshadow of Israel’s inheriting the land and of our receiving heaven.

Genesis 24 
Abraham’s servant finds a wife for Isaac (Rebekah).  We will not dwell here too long.
24:6,8  Abraham:  “Take care that you do not take my son back there.”  Abraham does not want his son Isaac to go back to the world.

Abraham trusts God’s providence on this. (paraphrasing)  “The Lord God who brought me out of Harann and who made the promises to me… will send his angel before you to that you can get a wife for my son from there.”

(and so was his servant)

Q: Do you believe that God will send his angel before you to clear the way if he wills it?

24:12-14  A very specific prayer is answered.

Long story short:  The servant brings the bright, energetic, beautiful and hospitable Rebekah home to be the wife of Isaac.

A small side note: We learn in this chapter that Laban, Rebekah’s brother is motivated more by greed than by concern for Rebekah or for God.

Genesis 25-36.  Jacob and Esau.  
[Genesis 25:1-11  Abraham’s marriage to Keturah, his other children and his death.

Genesis 25:12-18 Descendants of Ishmael]
Technically, this section begins in Genesis 25:19 which is our 7th -toledoth/generation.   The generations of Isaac.  The story continues.
Although Gen 25-28 is about Isaac, the underlying story is really about Jacob and Esau.  It is in them that the foreshadowing plays out.  Throughout, Isaac is a fairly passive figure.  His wife Rebekah takes the lead.
The rest of this section is about Jacob, Esau, Rachel, Laban and Leah, showing God’s unmerited favor to his chosen son, Jacob.
similar pattern to Ishmael and Isaac)   The blessing of God comes, not through birth, but through promise—not through the older, but through the younger.  The Jews should have noticed this (including in Romans 9)!
Esau:  Israel and Old Covenant. He is the one who should believe—the backslider.    first born, should have been favored, but God chose Jacob.

Jacob:  Us!  the church!  The New Covenant.  God is telling us he will set up a New Covenant.

Malachi 1:3  Romans 9:10-13.  Jacob chosen over Esau before they were even born.
God chose Israel.   The Jews (the older brother) deserved the blessing of God.  They were the natural born first son, but God chooses us.  Do you feel special?

Did God hate Esau?  No!!! He blessed Esau greatly.
Esau became the father of the Edomites (Book of Numbers and later)

Was Jacob more righteous than Esau?  Kind of!  But that is not the point.
Note:  the message of Jacob and Esau:   God did not choose you because you were so much better than everyone else.
There is a strong note of predestination here, as God chose Jacob over Esau long before either of them sinned or did anything to deserve or not to deserve the blessing.
Malachi 1:2, Romans 9:10-13  Jacob I loved, Esau I hated.  By the time we get to Romans 9:10-13 the identity of the Jews has switched.  In Malachi 1:3 they were Jacob.  In Romans 9:10-13, Jews who did not accept Jesus had become Esau.   The Jewish Christians were not so excited about that, and Paul is rebuking them.
Genesis 25:21-34   God chooses Jacob.  

Gen 25:21-22 The boys are even wrestling in the womb.  The Hebrew word is smash or crush.
v. 23  “Two nations are in your womb.”  (obviously not literally!!!)

We see a foreshadowing of the relationship between Israel and Edom here.  We also see a foreshadowing of the Jewish Christians being jealous of the Gentile Christians (Rom 9)
The older (the Jews, Edom) will serve the younger (Gentile Christians, Jews)

There is great symbolism in Jacob grasping the heel of Esau. v. 26 
Esau’s hair is red, and thus the name Esau (Edom) and even the color of the lentil stew.  Edom is edhom while red-haired is adhomoni.
There is another play on words here, as Esau is esaw and hairy is se-ar because Esau was hairy and the country his descendants occupied is Seir (Genesis 32:3)

Another play on words is found in the word for heel aqebh and the name Jacob ya’aqobh  (means grasps the heel which was an idiom for deception Gen 27:36)
Genesis 25:27-34  Jacob uses cunning (and Esau’s impulsiveness) to steal the birthright.  Isaac prefers the outdoorsy Esau but Rebekah prefers the more introspective Jacob.  Jacob is cold and calculating here.  He is not an attractive figure, but later in life he will change greatly.
In Mesopotamian law, the older son was entitled to twice the inheritance of his brothers and to be the patriarch (head of the household) of his family.  The law allowed for a father to reverse this natural order if he so chose—to declare the younger son the older.

Q: How might we be like Esau in Gen 25:32?  Luke 9:25  Jesus: What good is it for a man to gain the entire world, yet forfeit his soul?

Another message from Esau:  you can sell your birthright (Hebrews 12:16).  We can lose our salvation.
v. 34  Esau despised (treated as a not-very-important thing) his birthright.

Genesis 26 Isaac and Abimelech

We will essentially skip this part.

Like Abraham, God reassures Isaac.  Gen 26:24.

Gen 26:28  Even the pagan Abimelech recognizes that God is blessing Isaac.

Genesis 27:1-40  Jacob steals the blessing from Esau.

Background:  Esau had already given away his birthright to Jacob, but Isaac and Esau are about to reneg on the deal because he favors Esau, this despite the fact that Esau has put them through a lot of grief—for example he has taken two Hittite wives (Gen 26:34-35).
He calls in Esau to give him his blessing, when the tradition is that he should call together all of his sons.  Here the extreme favoritism of both Isaac and Rebekah, and their destructive result are made obvious.

Both Esau and Isaac are at fault here, as God had told Isaac that the younger would serve the older, and Esau had agreed implicitly to this in a moment of weakness.  “Isaac’s sensuality is more powerful than his theology” (Wenham)

In this scene Rebekah is a manipulative schemer and Jacob is a selfish and cunning deceiver.  It is astounding that God chooses Jacob to carry forth the blessing.

Gen 27:13  An interesting passage:  “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say.”    Rebekah is offering her life to save Jacob.  As Jesus offers his life for us—taking the curse that belongs to us.

Genesis 27:28-29  blessing on Jacob from Isaac:  Let nations serve you.  You will be lord over your brothers.   (foreshadows church being chosen over the Jews)   (but also Edom will be subjugated to Israel)

This passage, along with Genesis 28:13-15 is to Jacob as Gen 26:24 is to Isaac as Gen 12, 13, 15, 17 are to Abraham.

27:32  “Who are you?”  The deceit is revealed to Isaac.

There is great pathos in this scene.  Isaac “trembles with a great trembling” Esau lets out “a loud and bitter cry.”

The message:  God’s set purpose will be established. God will bless the nations through Jacob.  His plans are not thwarted, even by the very human weakness of Isaac and Jacob.
Genesis 27:38-40  Not only is the struggle between Jacob and Esau a foreshadowing of God choosing the Gentiles over the (unfaithful) Jews, it is also a foreshadowing of the strife between Israel and Edom.

Isaac:  You will live by the sword, you will serve your brother, and you will later throw off his yoke.

BTW, Edom did serve Israel from David (2 Sam 8:13-14) to Joram (2 Kings 8:20-22), at which point Edom threw off the yoke of Judah.
Gen 27:41  Like Cain, Esau decides to kill his younger brother.  (note: he is assuming that Isaac’s death is immanent).
Gen 28:1-4  Isaac blesses Jacob and sends him to Padan Aram and Laban—the messianic line is through Jacob.

Gen 28:10-15  Jacob is, understandably, feeling very insecure.  God reassures Jacob in a vision somewhat reminiscent of the dream of the sundered sacrificial animals.  He sees a stairway to heaven.
Led Zeppelin wrote a song about this event (.  Jesus refers to this in John 1:51.

The angels ascending and descending are coming to assure God’s promise will be fulfilled.

Note: v. 15  I will be with you even when you leave the Promised Land.

“I will bring you back” (although it will take 20 years!)

Jacob calls that place Bethel  House of God.

Genesis 29-31 Jacob, Laban, Rachel and Leah

The deceiver is deceived by Laban.

29:16-18 (unlike with Abraham’s servant who found Rebekah) Jacob has no money, so he offers himself to pay the bride’s price by seven years of indentured servanthood.  

29:20  Seven years that “seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.”  How romantic!
Leah has “weak eyes.”  Probably a euphemism for being homely.

Gen 29:27,30 Jacob marries Rachel one week later (as soon as the marriage feast ends)
God nearly always chooses the weak, younger, etc., so he gives children to Leah who is not loved. (see below)  30:22-24

Jacob’s children:

Leah:

Reuben re’ubhen  The Lord has looked upon my affliction.

Simeon  shim’on  Because the Lord has heard me.

Levi  lewi  Now my husband will be joined to me.

Judah  yehudhah  I will praise the Lord.

Issachar  sekhartikha  God has given me my hire.

Zebulun  zebedh   God has given me a good dowry.
Gen 30:1  Rachel: “Give me children or I will die.”

Hurrian law allows the child of a maid/servant/slave to be legally the child of the wife by “laying” the child “on the knees.”  Bilhah has a child she can bear upon my knees.  Genesis 30:3
Bilhah (maid of Rachel)

Dan dananni   God has judged me.

Naphtali  naphtalti    I have wrestled with my sister and have prevailed.

Zilpah (maid of Leah)

Gad baghadh   Good fortune.

Asher be’asheri   For the women will call me happy.

Rachel

Gen 30:22-24  God finally blesses Rachel.  Joseph is born.

Joseph ‘asaph  God has taken away my reproach. 

Benjamin   Son of my right hand.  Rachel died giving birth Gen 35:16-20
We will not go into all the details.  It is a wonderful and familiar story.  The synapsis:
God fulfills his promise to Jacob.  Everything he touches turns to gold  (spotted and speckled sheep, etc..  It appears that Jacob is blessed, but also very smart)  He arrives in Padan Aram penniless, and leaves with a great fortune in camels, sheep, goats and more.

Genesis 31  Laban’s sons are very jealous of Jacob’s success.  Jacob flees with all his accumulated wealth.  Unknown to him, Rachel stole the teraphim/household gods.  

Do we see hints of Rachel still practicing idolatry here?
More likely it is explained by the Nuzi Tablets tells us that the head of a household could legally give his inheritance to his son-in-law or other member of the family by entrusting that person with the teraphim/household gods.

Laban pursues Jacob, not to get his daughters back, but his household gods!

At the close of this story, Jacob is returning to Canaan, having received much of what he was promised when he left Canaan.  He arrived with the clothes on his back.  He is returning with great wealth, two wives, twelve sons and a daughter.

But….  He must encounter his worst fear.  Esau.

Genesis 32-33  Jacob meets Esau.  By this time, we see that Jacob has come a long way, spiritually.

As Jacob prepares to cross into Canaan, he is both faithful and fearful.  He has come a long way, spiritually, by comparison to the conniving, scheming young Jacob.

Gen 32:4  Speak to my lord Esau.   Humility.

v. 7 Esau comes with 400 men (presumably armed)

v. 8 Esau is very frightened and distressed.

He splits his possessions in two in case half is taken.  A wise provision.

But then he prays a quite faithful prayer Gen 32:10-13.

He also sends huge gifts to mollify Esau.  A wise provision.

32:14-24 He sends the party off to meet Esau, crossing the Jabbok at night, a dangerous proposition.  
But, strangely, he goes back across the Jabbok River, where he asks God one more time to bless him.  (note: Jabbok means struggle—a pun on Jacob’s name)    Jacob Jabboked with God at the Jabbok River.
Gen 32:25-31  Jacob fights with an angel of God.   Apparently, as some other passages imply, Jacob was really strong!

v. 26 Jacob is winning the fight!  So the angel touches Jacob’s hip, injuring him, and giving him a permanent limp.   v. 27  the key verse here.  “I will not let you go until you bless me.”

The angel/God blesses Jacob by naming his Israel, which means he struggled with God and overcome.

But Israel also means God fights or God rules.  There is irony here.  Jacob struggled with God, but God turned that around and used Jacob to triumph in the fight and gain the blessing.

Jacob emerged broken, named and blessed.

From this time forward, Israel struggled (contended) with God.

We too, as disciples, must contend with God, as God fights both against us to discipline us and for us to give us great victories.  In some ways, we are like Jacob as we wrestle with God in prayer.

There is good and bad in struggling with God.

This happened at Peniel.  Face of God.   This was a turning point in Jacob’s faith in God.  From here on his faith rarely wavers.
32:30  Jacob exultantly exclaims, “I have seen God face to face, yet am alive.   He now has plenty of faith to come face to face with Esau!

From there, Israel went and met with Esau and was received very well.  God blessed him.

He faithfully walks up to Esau, bowing down to him seven times.  This is the new faithful and humble Israel, not the deceiving, fearful Jacob who left Canaan.
This is the high point of Jacob’s career.  It is his Genesis 22 in that he trusts on God and saves his people.  God’s providence triumphs over Jacob’s weakness and the plan of God moves forward in a great leap.
Genesis 34 Dinah and the Shechemites.  We will skip this section except to note that here we see the animosity between the children of Leah and the children of Rachel which eventually results in their selling Joseph off as a slave.   The likely reason this episode is included is that, because of their murder of the men in Shechem, Simeon and Levi lose their birthright.  As a result, these two tribes had no real homeland in Israel.
Genesis 35  Death of Isaac and Rachel, birth of Benjamin.    We are skipping this chapter except to note that Reuben committed adultery with Bilhah.  Because of this disgraceful act, he lost his birthright as the first son of Jacob (Gen 49:3-4, 1 Chronicles 5:1)
(if time, read the final blessing to Jacob  Gen 35:9-12)

Genesis 36 Esau’s descendants  Toledoth #9  We are not covering this chapter.

He one take-home lesson from Esau is that he chose to sell his birthright and he chose to leave Canaan and he therefore lost his blessing.  He is the prefigure of those who walk away from their salvation and are thus lost.
Genesis 37-48  Joseph
Gen 37:2  Here is the tenth and last toledoth (generations) in Genesis.
Genesis 37, 39-48  Joseph  A prefigure of the Messiah.   King  (actually prince), Prophet (dreamer, visionary) and Priest (interceded with Pharaoh and saved Israel)
Look at the big picture.  Joseph started at Jacob’s right hand—Jacob’s favorite son.     He then became a slave in Egypt   God raised him up to the right hand of Pharaoh.   This is the story of the Messiah.  (Philippians 2:6-11)
But it is also the story of us.  We started in the garden, we ended up in Egypt, and we will end up back in the garden.
Reminds me of Hosea 11:1  Out of Egypt I called my son.  Through the actions of Joseph (which are really the actions of God), Israel was eventually taken out of Egypt.
Also note that Joseph himself was taken out of Egypt.  Genesis 50:24-25 ( as mentioned in Hebrews 11:22)  There is massive symbolism here.  Joseph, physically, died in Egypt, but his bones were carried into Canaan, symbolic of his eventual resurrection to live with God in heaven.

a.  favorite son if Jacob/Israel       Jesus the only son

b.  tended sheep (a recurring theme as Jesus is the good shepherd)

c.  God in a dream:   you will rule over your brothers as king    (Jesus king of the Jews
d.  Out of jealousy his brothers conceived a plan to kill him.    (Jesus brother Israelites plotted his death)

e. betrayed by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver—which was the price of a young slave in Egypt at that time.  (Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver, the approximate price of a young slave at that time).
f.  God brought him to Egypt to protect from jealous brothers  (Jesus went to Egypt to protect him from Herod)

g.  Joseph was raised by God to become a prince from very humble situation. 
h.  Most importantly to be a figure of the Messiah:  he saved Israel!!
i.  In fact, Joseph saved not only Israel, but through him many Gentile nations were also saved and blessed.

j. Joseph gave bread to the whole world (Gen 41:57).

k. Jacob received his son back from the dead (Gen 45:28)
We are going to do the Joseph story, but first, let us do a VERY quick job of Genesis 38.

Genesis 38  Judah and Tamar
In brief, Judah had three sons, Er, Onan and Shelah.

He married Er to Tamar, but Er died.  Upon this, Tamar was married off to Onan, but he refused to give her a child.  God took Onan out, but Judah did not marry her to Shelah because he was too young.

[note: Roman Catholics use Genesis 38:9 as a proof text against birth control!]

Tamar is in a very bad situation.  How will she have children?  But more importantly, how will the line of the Messiah be fulfilled?

Tamar dresses up as a prostitute and Judah has sex with her. (there is quite a contrast between Judah and Joseph in their self-control in this area!) She gives birth to twins, Perez and Zerah.  Zerah was about to come first, with a string around his wrist, but Perez stole the first position.
Amazingly, given how he was conceived, it is through Perez that the Messiah comes.    Perez is the ancestor of Boaz, who marries Ruth.  It is through him that the line of the Messiah comes.

We will see later in Genesis the redemption of Judah and why he was chosen to be the father of the Messiah. What a great story!

Genesis 37  Joseph’s Dreams.  Joseph Sold into Egypt.
Here, God’s plans to fulfill the promise to Abraham picks up steam.
The story of Joseph is the segue between Genesis and Exodus, as it takes God’s people down into Egypt.
Gen 37:3  The problem:  Jacob shows great favoritism to the children of Rachel.  He makes a beautiful coat for his favorite (more likely a coat with long sleeves than a coat of many colors, as is traditional), Joseph, who foolishly wears it everywhere he goes.  We see Joseph’s foolishness and impulsiveness here.

Joseph has two dreams (as did the cup-bearer, the baker and the Pharaoh)

Dream #1  All the sheaves of wheat bow to Joseph’s sheaf.
Dream #2 Even more outrageous.  Here the sun (Jacob) the moon (Rachel) and the eleven stars bow down to Jacob.

At this, even Jacob rebuked Joseph.

His sons decided to kill Joseph.  Ironically (and showing God’s providence and predestination), having him sent into slavery in Egypt caused the second vision to come true, literally!!!!!!

This providence of God—fulfilling his promises to Abraham—is the main theme in the entire Joseph story.

Gen 37:11  His brothers are jealous, but Jacob, wiser now, “held on to what had been said.”  He sees the work of God and his providence behind the scenes.

v. 18-20 The sons of Leah plot to kill Joseph.

v. 21-22  Reuben the black sheep son, redeems himself by demanding they not do this.  Joseph thrown into a pit.  (Reuben planned on rescuing him and returning him to Jacob)

v. 23-28  Leah’s sons, except Reuben, sell Joseph into slavery in Egypt.
(20 pieces of silver was the redemption price of a male between 5 and 20 years old in Lev 27:5)  Note: This idea was suggested by Judah.
v. 29-36  Jacob is in deepest mourning for his favorite son.

Genesis 39 Joseph in Potiphar’s House

39:2  Despite the desperate situation, “The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered.”
Through trial and suffering, Joseph shed his pride and his self-confidence quickly.

Joseph’s slavery in Potiphar’s house prefigures Israel’s slavery in Egypt, but it also prefigures Jesus’ travel to Egypt and our own personal slavery to sin.

We all know how Joseph’s righteousness got him sent to prison (and we are inspired and encouraged by Joseph, who did not have what we have!).

But notice this.  If Joseph had not been thrown into prison (just like if he had not been thrown into a pit and sold into slavery), then he would never have met Pharaoh’s cupbearer, and never have would have been elevated to Pharaoh’s service, and Israel would not have been saved, the nations would not have been blessed, and, ultimately, God’s plan to save us would have been thwarted. God rules the nations!!!

Genesis 40  Joseph in Prison

This story is similar to what happened at Potiphar’s house.

Gen 39:21  Again, “But the Lord was with Joseph and was loyal (chesed covenant love) to him.   

Joseph came to rule over the prison.

He correctly interprets the dreams of the cupbearer (in three days you will be restored to Pharaoh), and of the baker (in three days you will be hanged and exposed).

But, as with Daniel after him, Joseph gives glory to God, not to himself, for his ability to interpret dreams (40:8 and 41:16)

Joseph to the cupbearer:  “Please remember me to Pharaoh.”   Well….

Genesis 41  Joseph in Pharaoh’s Palace

The maturation of Joseph as a man of faith is complete.  God can now lift him out of his slavery—lifting him to the right hand of Pharaoh (Philippians 2:9)

Again, we see God’s providence in full view here—for Joseph as a type, and for us through Jesus as the antitype, as God exalted him to his right hand after coming to earth as a slave.
Like Joseph, the cupbearer and the baker before him, Pharaoh has two dreams.

Seven fat cows, seven thin cows.  Seven fat heads of grain, Seven thin heads of grain.

41:16  Joseph rejects the flattery of the cupbearer.

Joseph interprets the dream and Pharaoh makes him head over his entire household.  He becomes vizier of Egypt.  All Egyptians (and foreigners) will bow to Joseph!!!

Again, Joseph, the prophet, becomes a prince and a prefigure of Jesus.

41:57  The whole world came to Egypt, to Joseph to buy grain because the famine was very severe throughout the world.

What a great picture of the world coming to Jesus for spiritual food!!!!!

Moses gave them bread.  Well, so did Joseph.

Genesis 42-47  Three Visits to Egypt  Joseph Saves Israel and His Family
We will have to do a LOT of skipping here.  You know the story.

Genesis 42 Famine in Canaan.

Ten sons travel to Egypt and bow to Joseph, fulfilling his first dream.

Joseph does not reveal who he is.  He prepares a plan to both humble them—getting them to repent of their terrible behavior toward them, but also to see to the fulfillment of the second dream.  Having only ten sons there does not allow him to fulfill the dream.

Notice 42:21-22  Reuben: See, we are guilty and we are getting what we deserve from God.

Sends them home, keeping Simeon (the second oldest son, not Reuben, the oldest, because he now realizes that Reuben is not guilty of the sin against him) demanding they send Benjamin, but also returning their gold.

Joseph wonders:  Have they truly repented, or will they keep the money and abandon their brother, as they did to me?

Genesis 43-44 They return for more food, this time with Benjamin.

Gen 44:1-2 Joseph sends them home, with his cup in Benjamin’s sack.

Here we discover why Judah became the one through whom the Messianic line comes.  
1. Gen 43:8-9  He offers his life as ransom for that of Benjamin.

2. Gen 44:32-34  He willingly offered his life to save his brother Benjamin and to save his father unimaginable grief.  Remember, that Judah was a son of Leah and Jacob had not honored Leah’s sons like he had Joseph and Benjamin.

22 years earlier, Judah had engineered the selling of Joseph into slavery.  Now  he is prepared to offer his life to save the second son of Rachel.

Now, Joseph understands that, if no one else has, Judah has truly repented and changed.  He reveals himself to his brothers in great tears.

Genesis 45:5  A key verse in Genesis.  I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!  And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.
(also 50:20 where it is said perhaps even better.  “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”)
45:8  It was not you who sent me here, but God.

Can you see this in your situation, be it in a bad marriage, a chronic illness, a financial disaster….?

God has used the fact that we rejected his son and had him killed as the means through which he saves us from spiritual slavery.  This story if prefigured marvelously in the story of Joseph.
Gen 45:28  The ten sons return to Jacob who, as far as he is concerned, received Joseph back from the dead.

Here we see the resurrection of Jesus prefigured as well.

Question: Does the Joseph story teach us that God’s grace eliminates the consequences of our sins?  Definitely not.  The story is that God works to bring us salvation in spite of the fact that he uses imperfect humans to achieve his ends.  But Jacob and his children did not completely escape the consequences of their sinful actions.  That God used their actions against Joseph to save them does not mean that God does not condemn their sin.  In fact, they suffered many consequences in this life for their sin.

Gen 46  The final chapter.  Jacob, with his family and possessions, enters Egypt.

46:3  “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I shall make you into a great nation there.”

Wenham:  “Now Joseph’s resurrection allows Jacob to die in peace, just as the resurrection of a greater Joseph [Jesus] has allowed many to face death with courage and hope. 

[a side note: In Gen 47:7,10 Jacob blesses Pharaoh rather than vice versa. Jacob, rather than Pharaoh is master of the situation. Again, we see God is in control here.]

[a side note:  Gen 48:1-20  Jacob blesses Ephraim, not the older son Menasseh.  These are the two half-tribes.  Ephraim later became the dominant tribe of Israel/the Northern Kingdom]
Genesis 49, 50  Epilogue.

Jacob’s final blessing on his sons serves as a prophecy.  God is settting the stage for the rest of the Bible.
We only have time to look at his prophecy with regard to Judah.
Judah received the birthright, and therefore was the one through whom the Messiah came, in part because Reuben lost it due to his behavior toward Bilhah (Gen 35:22, Gen 49:3-4) and Simeon and Levi lost it due to their murder of the men in Shechem (Gen 35:25-32, Gen 49:5-7).

Gen 49:8-11
1. Your father’s sons will bow down to you.

2. You are a lion.

3. You will possess the staff and the scepter (ie. rule as king)
4. You will tie your donkey and a foal to a vine.

5.  You will wash clothing in wine.
There is the question of 49:10c  

Until he to whom it belongs (ie him to whom the scepter belongs) will come.




or

Until Shiloh comes.   (Shiloh being Messiah’s symbolic name)

If so then Shiloh can be a proper  name of the Messiah or it can simply be the phrase to whom it belongs.  The prophetic meaning is the same in either case, but I would not make a huge thing about Shiloh being a name of the Messiah.

Gen 49:29-50:14  As requested, Jacob was buried in the cave at Machpelah.  Out of Egypt I called my son.

Genesis 50:24-25 (as mentioned in Hebrews 11:22)  Final prophecy.  Joseph will be called out of Egypt as well.

There is massive symbolism here.  Joseph, physically, died in Egypt, but his bones were carried into Canaan (Exodus 13:19), symbolic of his eventual resurrection to live with God in heaven.
What a great way to end Genesis.  Joseph, the prefigure of the Messiah, dies, but he leaves behind a promise of his resurrection in the Promised Land.  God will fulfill his promises to Abraham, both physically, when he brings his people out of Egypt, and spiritually, when he takes out of slavery to sin, and eventually brings us into the Promised Land—heaven—to be with God forever.
� The source used for these creation myths is Daniel G. Brinton, The Myths of the New World, reprint of the 3rd ed. (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1974).





