Leviticus V  Jesus: The Great High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek
Leviticus Theme Verse Lev 11:45  I am the Lord who brought you out of Egypt to be your God; Therefore be holy as I am holy.
Leviticus Outline:

Ch 1-7  The five main sacrifices

Ch 8-10  The Levitical Priesthood

Ch 11-22 The Laws of Moses

Ch 23-25  The Sabbath and Festivals

Exodus: The Tabernacle

Last week we saw that there are four categories:

1. The Levites who served at the tabernacle and, later the temple, but were not priests.

2. The priesthood of Aaron, who made burnt, grain, drink and fellowship offerings, as well as giving sin and guilt sacrifices.   They are prefigures of us as a royal priesthood.
They, as we, are sacrifice makers and they are intercessors.

3. The high priest.  This role is a prefigure of that of Christ.
5:2 He is able to “deal gently with those who are ignorant and going astray.

He has sympatheo—same feeling
He has empathy.
A priest knows the language of the worshipper and of the one worshipped.

When Jesus came and suffered in every way and was tempted in every way, he was made perfect.

Jesus was made a perfect high priest (5:9) through obeying and through suffering. 

4. The High Priesthood of Melchizedek.

Theme of Hebrews:  The preeminence of Jesus Christ.
Purpose: So that we will make it faithful to the end

The Greatness of Jesus:

1. Greater than all the prophets.  Hebrews 1:1-3

2. Greater than the angels.  Hebrews 1:4-14

3. Greater than Moses.  Hebrews 3:1-5

4. Greater than Joshua  Hebrews 4:1-10

5. Jesus the Great High Priest. Greater than Aaron.  Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

6. The Priesthood of Melchizedek (and therefore of Jesus)  is greater than the priesthood of Aaron Hebrews 7:1-28

7.  Jesus is greater than Abraham 7:1-9

8. The Old Covenant foreshadows the much greater New Covenant  Hebrews 8:1-13

9. The earthly Tabernacle foreshadows the much greater heavenly Tabernacle (the one where Jesus is now) Hebrews 9:1-11.
10. The sacrifice Jesus offers is greater than any of the Mosaic sacrifices. Hebrews 9:12-10:18.

Of these, the overriding category in the theme of the greatness of Jesus is as the Great high priest.  In fact, only Hebrews mentions the priesthood of Jesus.

CH 7  The heart of Hebrews!
Transition: Hebrews 5:10  The rest of Ch 5 and all of Hebrews 6 is an aside and preparation for Hebrews 7.
5:10 Jesus was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

The center of the argument in Hebrews about Jesus being “greater” is about his greater priesthood.  He intercedes for us.  This is the thing he comes back to again and again.  So… We need to understand this.
So, what is the high priesthood of Melchizedek?  An enigmatic figure.
Melchizedek   Genesis 14:17-20  (context:  the battle against Kerdolaomer of Elam)

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of the Most High God, and he blessed Abraham…. Then Abraham gave him a tenth of everything [the booty from the defeat of Kerdolaomer]

What do we know of Melchizedek?

King of Salem

Brought bread and wine

Priest of Jehovah (but not a Jew)

Blessed Abraham

Abraham gave a tenth

Every one of these things has deep significance, as we will see.
Psalm 110:4   The Lord has sworn, and he will not change his mind: “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”  
Importantly, this is a messianic psalm. Just look at 110:1-2

This must have been a mystery to the Jews who read it (and to David who wrote it)

Hebrews 6:20b (repeating Hebrews 5:10, proving that the intervening is an aside -7:10
The Hebrew writer is trying to do two things here:

1. Establish that Jesus is of the priestly order of Melchizedek, and the priesthood of Melchizedek is greater than that of Levi/Aaron. 
2. Establish the type/antitype relationship between Jesus and Melchizedek to illustrate the greatness of Jesus’ priesthood (and in the process provide really awesome evidence that the Bible is inspired by God!).
Melchizedek is a greater priest than Levi/Aaron

1. 7:2 Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe.

2. 7:4  “Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth.

3. Melchizedek blesses Abraham  7:7 “And without doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater.”
4. 7:9 Levi, who collects the tenth (grain offering), figuratively gave a tenth to Melchizedek through his father Abraham.

Conclusion: The priesthood of Melchizedek (and therefore of Jesus, see below) is superior to that of Levi and will replace it.

The point:  In history, God was prophetically declaring that a greater priesthood lay ahead.
Type/Antitype relationships between Melchizedek and Abraham.

1. The name Melchizedek means king of righteousness. (v. 2)  Jesus is the antitype as a righteous king.  Both Jesus and Melchizedek were royal priests. Levites are not.  
Melchizedek had the NAME righteousness.  By comparison, Jesus was actually righteous.

2. The king of Salem (Heb: shalom) which means peace.  Jesus is the king of peace.

Note: righteousness always comes before peace. (Romans 5:1)
3.  “Without beginning of days or end of life” (Hebrews 7:3)   An argument from the silence of scripture.  We do not know of his parents or of his descendants.    And we do not know of his death.  He has no (known) genealogy.
Similarly, Jesus has no (human) father and no descendants.

4.  He remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3, Psalm 110:4)
Jesus, like Melchizedek remains alive in that his death is not recorded.

5.  A priest, but not of the family of Levi. Priesthood not based on genealogy.  (Heb 7:6 He did not trace his descent from Levi)    All Jewish priests had to prove they were descended directly from Aaron.    (Ezra 2:61-63) 
To Levitical priests, genealogy was everything.  Priesthood was an accident of birth.
To Melchizedek (and Jesus) genealogy is not important.

Hebrews 7:11-22  More parallels between Jesus and Melchizedek

6. 7:13-16 Not of the tribe of Levi.  A priest based on his righteous life, not on descent (accident).
7. The King of physical Jerusalem.    (Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem)

8. Gave Abraham bread and wine (Gen 14:18)—a prefigure of the last supper, Lord’s Supper) (surprisingly, this is not mentioned by the Hebrew writer)
9. A priest for Gentiles and Jews.

Melchizedek is a prefigure of Jesus Christ.

So far:

Melchizedek is a greater priest than Levi

Jesus is the antitype to Melchizedek but greater

Next:  Jesus is the perfect high priest for us. (repeating some of last week’s sermon)
Heb 7:11-22   The Hebrew Writer’s argument:
If Melchizedek is greater than Abraham/Aaron and Jesus is of the order of Melchizedek (but is also superior to Melchizedek). A greater priesthood is foreseen in the Old Testament
Then a new priesthood calls for:

7:11  So, what was the problem? Perfection could not be obtained through the intercession of the Levitical priesthood.

Why do we need a new priesthood?

Application:  Heb 7:11  a rhetorical question. “why was there still need?”   If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood…    It could not.

Perfection here is teleiosis, perfection, wholeness, completion.
So

7:12  A new priesthood means a new covenant/law.  If a new priesthood was prefigured in Melchizedek, then a new Covenant was as well.  v. 12  a new law.   As with the priest, so with the covenant.  It all comes down to priesthood. 

How different will this new covenant be?  A different as Levi and Melchizedek.  ie. very 
7:16 on the basis of  an indestructible life!    
7:18  “The former regulation is set aside because it is weak and useless”
It was not totally useless, as we saw earlier from Romans 5:20-21 (so that trespass might increase), 7:13 (to make sin utterly sinful) and Gal 3:24 a “guardian,” as well as Hebrews 10:3 “an annual reminder of sin.”  but it was useless for what laws are supposed to do, which is create righteousness.

7:22 God swears:  Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.(remember Hebrews 6:17-18)   Hebrews 7:21-22.

Hebrews 7:23-28   Why do we need a new priesthood?

1. Levitical priests die and must be replaced.  7:23-25   v. 23 many of those priests
Not Jesus!  He is a priest forever v. 3, 17, 21, he is declared to be living v. 8, he has an indestructible life v. 16, he has a permanent priesthood v. 24, he is able for all time to save v. 25, he always lives, v. 25, and he is perfect forever, v. 28.    V. 25  so he can save completely!!!!!
2. Levitical priests sin and must make atonement for their own sin (7:26-28)
 Sacrifice “first for his own sins” 7:27
Why?  
Aaron, OT priests offered a sacrifice.

Jesus (offers a sacrifice, but more importantly) he IS the sacrifice.   He offered himself!
Summary: Read Hebrews 7:26-28  Our high priest Jesus meets all of our spiritual needs.

v. 28 He is a perfect high priest.  v. weak vs perfect forever
So, let us give praises today to the Great High Priest, to the perfect mediator and advocate.  The one who offers better sacrifices and who serves in the true, heavenly tabernacle.    Jesus Christ
Let’s give Jesus a standing ovation!

