The Kingdom of God 
The Kingdom of God is…..   The Kingdom of God is not…

I.  The Kingdom of God is the topic Jesus spent by far the most time talking about.
If this is true, then we ought to talk about it a lot.

Acts 1:3   It was the thing he constantly talked about during his last days. 

Q:  What was he discussing????

Of course we can talk about it and not know we are talking about it, but in any case, we do not talk about it enough.

Matthew 6:33  Seek first his kingdom…   Q: What does that mean?
II.  The Kingdom of God is a “place” where God is king—where God reigns.

David Lipscomb:  The Kingdom of God embraces everything and every person in the universe over which God rules as king.”

Pre-eminently, the kingdom of God is a kingdom.  It has subjects and those subjects worship and submit to their King.

My definition:  The Kingdom of God is anywhere, any situation or any person where God reigns as king.

The Kingdom of God is a life submitted to God’s will.

III.  The Kingdom of God is a very big concept.

It is all-embracing.   It involves Israel, nature, the Church, heaven, individuals….

This is why:
IV.  The Kingdom of God is revealed in parables (because it has to be)

The Kingdom of God is like….

A mustard seed

A pearl of great price

A treasure hidden in a field
1. Parable of the sower: Matthew 13;3-23, Mk 4:3-20, Luke 8:5-15 -  

2. Parable of the weeds:  Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43 -

3. Parable of the mustard seed:  Matthew 13: 31-32, Mark 4:30-32 -

4. Parable of the Leaven: Matthew 13:33-35, Mark 4:33,34 -

5. Parable of the hidden treasure: Matthew 13:44 - 

6. Parable of the Pearl of great price: Matthew 13:45-46

7. Parable of the net: Matthew 13:47-50

8. Parable of the household Matthew 13:51-53

9. Parable of the Lamp:  Mark 4:21-25, Luke 8:16-18 -

10. Parable of the growing seed:  Mark 4:26-29
V.  The Kingdom of God is something which breaks out suddenly and dramatically.


It comes unextectedly.


It is sometimes called The Day of the Lord.

The Day of the Lord:  (the kingdom breaks out)

Miracles, judgment, salvation.

1. The flood.

2. Sodom and Gomorrah

1. Passover and Exodus

2. On Mt. Sinai

3. Crossing the Jordan and destruction of Jericho

4. Assyria takes Samaria

5. Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerusalem

6. Cyrus takes Babylon

7. Antiochus Epiphanes persecutes Jews

8. Pentecost (and Cornelius)

9.  Second coming

10. Final judgment

Most of these events came as a total surprise.

Jesus often talked about “the time has come”

“The day has arrived.”

“In the fullness of time.”

In the past, God overlooked such ignorance, but now he calls all men, everywhere to repent.  (Acts 17)
Q: Is the Day of the Lord a good thing?  Answer: That depends on where you are at with God.

VI.  The Kingdom of God is revealed in history.
This is unique about Christianity from any other world religion.

The kingdom of God is a story.   It is a story which is gradually revealed.

Christianity is about God’s plan to return the earth to the kingdom that it was intended to be all along.

It is a plan.   God chooses a man, he chooses a tribe, he chooses a people, he chooses a place, he gives them a covenant, he sends them prophets, he prepares a nation.  When all is set, he comes to his people to reveal himself.  But even this is not the end of the story.

He sets up a spiritual kingdom, he proclaims his message to the entire world.

Finally, when all is ready, he ushers in the great and final kingdom.

Hebrews 1:1  In the past….    But in these LAST DAYS he has spoken to us by his Son.

Q The last days of what?  Of God’s plan for his kingdom.
In the past you were told this, but in the Kingdom of God, this is how it will be.

JTB:   The time is fulfilled.  The kingdom has arrived.   History has reached its culmination.  Matthew 3:2   Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near (at hand).
Isaiah 2:1-4  The kingdom of God:  In the last days…   The mountain of the Lord’s temple will become chief among the mountains.  

VII. The Kingdom of God is not coextensive with or equal to the church.

David Lipscomb:  “The Kingdom of God embraces the church, but it is more extensive in its signification.”

The kingdom in its present state is not called ‘the everlasting kingdom’ but will grow into it.  It is the same kingdom in a lower stage of growth and development.”

“The Kingdom of God is the church”  is something that I have been taught in the past.

To quote the “Kingdom of God” study (ICOC) 

“The church is the Kingdom of God on earth established in approximately 33 AD”

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you.  This IS the gospel.

The meaning:

Seek first to make God king     (Put your treasure in heaven)
A Catholic catechism says:

The Kingdom of God came with Christ's death and Resurrection and must be further extended by Christians until it has been brought into perfection by Christ at the end of time. The Christian does this by living the way Christ lived, by thinking the way Christ thought, and by promoting peace and justice. This can be accomplished by discerning how the Holy Spirit (God) is calling one to act in the concrete circumstances of one's life.
VIII.  The Kingdom of God is already and not yet.

The kingdom comes in stages.   It is revealed gradually.  It comes is starts and spurts.

Israel is the kingdom already but not yet.   We can clearly see how it is not yet!!!

The church is the kingdom already but not yet.

Before Pentecost it was already and not yet.

Now it is already and not yet.

Eventually, it will come fully and in all its glory!!!

“God’s colonial outpost, the church, lives as a witness, in the present, of things to come.  Through Christ we have experienced resurrection, though we will face death.  Because of Golgotha, we have salvation, yet we wait in hope for the revelation of our redemption.  We have the “first fruits” (Rom 8:23) of the Spirit as God’s pledge of the rest of the harvest.”   [Kingdom Come, Hicks and Valentine]
I would add that the resurrection of Jesus occurred on the feast of first fruits.  It is a reminder, in faith, of a future harvest.

IX.  Nature—the physical earth is the Kingdom of God.
Romans 8:18-21  Glory will be revealed.   The creation waits in eager expectation.   Creation itself will be transformed in heaven.

X.  Israel is the Kingdom of God.

The Covenant of Moses was already and not yet.  The kingdom of David was already and not yet.   All of these things are historical pictures of something greater to be revealed.

Israel, by definition, was the kingdom of God.  It was a theocracy.

However, we learn almost as much what the KOG is not as we learn what it is from the history of Israel.

Israel is to the Church as the Church is to heaven/the final resurrection.
XI.  The Church is the Kingdom of God.  (and I am not contradicting myself)
Is the church the kingdom?  Yes and no.   It is “already, but not yet”

The church is a colonial outpost of the Kingdom of God.

The church is a city on a hill.

The church is a foreshadow on earth of the kingdom that is to come.

The church ought to be the best glimpse that non-citizens have of what the kingdom of God looks like.

XII.  The Garden of Eden is the Kingdom of God.

What is the kingdom?   It is Genesis chapter 2.  If you want to have the closest earthly vision to what the kingdom of God is, go to Genesis 2.  This is what God planned all along.
Revelation 22:1-5 and Ezekiel 47:1-12  Imagery of the new heaven and earth come directly from Genesis 1 & 2.  

XIII.  The Kingdom of God is heaven come to earth.
Rev 11:15   The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.
Rev 21,22  (specifically, Rev 21:1-4) The New Heaven and the New Earth is the Kingdom of God.

XIV.  The Kingdom of God is within (among) us.  It is not a physical place. It has no borders.
Luke 17:20-21  The Pharisees are looking for the kingdom to come physically.  (not a total surprise because in a past iteration, in a past “already but not yet” it had been that.
The Kingdom of God is a relationship with God (and with others in the kingdom)
Luke 17:21  The kingdom is not something visible.   It is not located in any particular place.

It is definitely not a physical, earthly kingdom (despite the fact that Israel was a physical, earthly kingdom).
This is why Christians hold back from committing to political solutions to problems.
XV.  The Kingdom of God is not of this world.
Jesus:   My kingdom is not of this world.  Jn 18:36

Satan is the king of this world (and he is in his last days)

It is a spiritual kingdom.

Folks:  We tend to forget this.

Matthew 6:25   Do not worry about your life.   Literally, give no thought or concern to your life.  (But I am going to discuss this more below)
XVI.  (In this world) The Kingdom of God is entered by being born again.

John 3:1-9
Citizenship in the Kingdom today is a definite thing.

The Kingdom of God is something entered (and left)   You cannot be in the KOG and in the world!!!

How do we enter the kingdom?  Through the gate  Jesus:  I am the gate John 10:7  I am the gate for the sheep.   (and as we have seen, Peter was given the keys to the gate Acts 2:36-38)

XVII.  The Kingdom of God is a radical ethic in complete opposition to worldly kingdoms.
Now, we are really starting to get into what the Kingdom of God really is.

The Kingdom of God is occupied by citizens who in this world are aliens and strangers. 

We do not fit in, nor should we try to do so.

David Lipscomb:  “God calls us to a radical alien mentality, but he provides the power for such a life through his indwelling and empowering Holy Spirit that transforms us into the image of his Son.”

The early church chose a counter-cultural refugee lifestyle as opposed to feeling at home in this world.

Hebrews 11:13-16   We, like Abraham, live as foreigners, strangers, aliens in this world.

Hebrews 11:8-10   Abraham lived in tents.  Stranger in a strange land.  This is citizenship in the Kingdom of God!

Abraham lived in a land which would eventually be his people’s, yet he remained a foreigner.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God are aliens and strangers in this world.

“To live in the shadow of the second coming is to take seriously the ethic of Jesus.  The peculiarity of disciples is not that they wear quaint clothing or don’t use modern technology.  Rather their strangeness is located in their embrace of an ethic the world considers nonsense.”  [Kingdom Come   Hicks and Valentine]

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.

“We live as if the future is already present.”

We are not immigrants—they are planning on staying.  We do not.  We are here only temporarily as sojourners.  Therefore, unlike immigrants, we do not try to adapt to the “local culture” (the world).

XVIII  The Kingdom of God is best described in the Sermon on the Mount.

This is our ethic!!!

What is valuable in the KOG?  Matthew 5:3-10   Being poor, mourning, meek, hungry, merciful, pure, peacemakers and persecuted.

(note: Matthew 18:1-4  Who is great in the kingdom?  (the servant))

This is what is valuable in the Kingdom.

This is the opposite of the world!!!!

Matt 5:17-22    Kingdom ethics is way beyond even what was preached to Israel.

Not just avoiding adultery, avoiding even thinking about it.

Not just avoiding murder, avoiding thinking badly of others

Matt 5:38-48  Not resisting the evil person, but demonstrating humility to them.

(that is not what I did last night)

Not that you become a mat for people to walk on, but you demonstrate humility and even submissiveness, as Jesus did in going to the cross.

Not just loving your neighbor, loving your enemy and going the second mile.
Kingdom values:
Matthew 6:19-21   Do not put treasures here.  This earth is NOT the kingdom!!!!!!

The entire sermon on the mount is about the Kingdom of God.   Jesus says to put our treasures in heaven, not on the earth.  
Let’s get real!  Where are you putting your treasures right now?

What do you daydream about?   The perfect vacation?  The flush bank account?  The perfect ordered home?
Or a growing church and people being  baptized.

 Matthew 6:22-23  The eye is the lamp of the body.  What is he talking about?

If you do not see the importance of the kingdom, then you are blind, and your whole “body” will be full of darkness.

Q: When you look at the world, do you “see” the kingdom of God?
Matt 6:25-33    The key:  Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.

Example:  v. 25  do not worry (literally, take no thought to) your life, your food (pleasure) and your clothing (appearances).    How opposite to the world is that?    The “Gentiles” do that.   No…   think about the kingdom.  Put your treasures there.  Do not lay up treasures here.  Do not give a thought to money.
XX.  The Kingdom of God is a place where things are as they ought to be.

Genesis 2 for example
Isaiah 11:6-10  Lamb lies down with the wolf.   Note: in the context he is talking about the restored kingdom of God on earth under Jesus (v 10).
Remember: The Kingdom of God on the earth (the church) is expected to be a picture of the future.

People are loved based, not on who they are, but on whose they are.

Politics, race, class, culture vanish in significance.

A place where the poor, the less smart, the young, the very old feel safe and protected.

Isaiah 65:17-25  This time he is talking about a future (for us) kingdom:  Heaven.  But notice how similar it is to Isaiah 11:6-10
v. 19  No more weeping…

v. 20 100 year old folks will be like youths.

v. 21 safety

v. 24  An intimate relationship with God.

Peace and Justice.
Isaiah 2:3-4  swords into plowshares.    It this world there will be war and there will not be full justice.   The KOG is different.
XXVI.  The Kingdom of God cannot be moved.
Heb 12:25-29  It cannot be moved/shaken.   The world and its desires are always changing.  Fads come and go.  What is “hip” is hard to keep up with.
But the kingdom of God is ruled by an unchanging king.

It is stable.

It is dependable.

If you go away for 100 years and come back, God is the same.

XXVII.  The Kingdom of God is a place where God’s will is done.

Matthew 6:10    It is already done in heaven, may it be done on earth.
XVIII.  The Kingdom of God is of inestimable value.


It is something to be searched for.

It is a pearl of great price.


It is a treasure hidden in a field.

Parables:   The Kingdom of God is something to be searched for and, once found, to be greatly treasured.

XXX. The Kingdom of God is principally about a relationship with God.
Eph 2:19-22  You, too, are being built into a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit 
True in OT:   Leviticus 26:9-12    I will put my dwelling place among you and I will not reject you.  I will walk among you and be your God. (sounds like Eden)

Exodus 40:34-38  God comes and dwells with his people in the tabernacle.

2 Chron 5:13b-14, 7:1-3.  God came and dwelt with his people in the temple.

XXXI.  The Kingdom of God is revealed, proclaimed, preached, announced.

Mark 1:14-15  Jesus came preaching the kingdom.  Preaching = proclaiming, announcing.   We do not convince as much as we announce the Kingdom of God.

Kingdom = gospel=Good News   (Jesus came preaching the gospel)

